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Winner—Best Avocado Toast SF Weekly 2019 





Thank you SF! We're so honored you voted us 
66 99 
Toast of the town 


168 Sutter Street + 163 Second Street — @nativecosf 
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EOS M50 


WITH 15-45MM & 55-200MM LENSES, 
32GB SD CARD, BAG & EF-M ADAPTER 
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$1349 - $470 INSTANT REBATE | 
l 


ALL CANON ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE INCLUDES CANON U.S.A. 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY REGISTRATION CARD. | 
ee a J 


PLUS FREE MOUNT ADAPTER AFTER 
© INSTANT REBATE! 





INCLUDES RODE 
VIDEOMIC & 32GB 
MEMORY CARD 





EOS Reo pS0S.. 


VIDEO CREATOR KIT 
WITH 18-55MM LENS 


$2299 - $300 INSTANT REBATE $999 - $250 INSTANT REBATE 


Samy’s Camera @WOOE zi 


SAMYS.COM 












PhotoSchool 


CAMERAS « LENSES 
TRIPODS ¢« BAGS 
FILTERS * ACCESSORIES 


INTE) WO Ne VIEW ALL CLASSES AT SAMYSPHOTOSCHOOL.COM 


(323) 456-4564 





Sony 
PANU dave) ap4-re| 





PLUS FREE BG-E20 BATTERY GRIP AFTER PLUS FREE 
$309 INSTANT REBATE VALUE PACK! © Aut 
ealer 


$105 VALUE 





EMS 5I: markv SONY C7R Ill CYBER-SHOT 
= SONY 7 Il MIRRORLESS CAMERA Bopy DSC-RX100 VI 
WITH 28-70MM LENS VIDEO CREATOR KIT 


24 


FPS 


$1598 - $600 
$3099 - $300 INSTANT REBATE INSTANT REBATE $3198 - $400 INSTANT REBATE 


PLUS FREE BG-E21 BATTERY GRIP AFTER 
$209 INSTANT REBATE = 





Nikon . 


At the heart of the (mage » 


EOS 62 2" D8B5O sovy 





Nikon . 


MVP 


$1599 - $300 INSTANT REBATE $3296.95 - $300 INSTANT REBATE / 
At the heart of the image». 


W/A 6 BODY 


$1996.95 - $200 INSTANT REBATE MVP 


EOS Nikon . 


At the heart of the (mage. 





T7 ADD THE FTZ MOUNT ADAPTER FOR $149.95! 
WITH 18-55MM LENS AF-S NIKKOR 24- 70MM AFTER $100 INSTANT REBATE WITH Z6 PURCHASE 
= F/2.8E ED VR LENS 
Nikon Authorized Dealer w ALL NIKON PRODUCTS INCLUDE NIKON INC. USA LIMITED 
— I WARRANTY. AUTHORIZED NIKON DEALER, NIKON USA INC. 
$449 - $50 INSTANT REBATE $2396.95 - $500 INSTANT REBATE Ee aN PS Om Ie I ICT Sa ae TI I ea IE oe ET 7 


SAMY’S MAIL ORDER: 


(866) 726-9463 TRADE-IN YOUR OLD EQUIPMENT 





(415) 621-8400 | 1090 BRYANT STREET 


MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8AM - 6PM | SATURDAY: 9:30AM - 6PM | SUNDAY: CLOSED 


PRICES GOOD THROUGH MAY 22, 2019 EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. Not responsible for typographical errors. Limited to stock on hand. First come, first served. No rainchecks and no holds. Prices subject to change without notice. Colors of some cameras 
vary by location. Samy’s pays Sales Tax on select items. Mail Order, samys.com and all Used, Demo or Refurbished purchases are excluded from the “No Sales Tax” Promotion. 
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BEST BAND BEST MUSEUM 
Katdelic de Young Museum 
Bt ES Lee BEST MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Cobb’s Comedy 
} Pg AD RS POLL Outside Lands 


BEST DANCE COMPANY 


WINNERS ODC Dance BEST QUIZNIGHT 


BEST ART GALLERY KXSF 102.5 FM Music Pub Quiz 


111 Minna Gallery BEST RADIO STATION 
BEST CITY EVENT BFF EM 


Pride 
BEST TELEVISION STATION 
BEST LIVE THEATER 


SHN Orpheum Theatre KQED 
BEST MOVIE THEATER BEST SUNDAY FUNDAY 
Alamo Drafthouse Sunday Streets 


Thank you for voting us 

_ #1 Radio Station 6 Years in a Row! 
Tune in and find out why our awesome 
listener-supported community radio station 
is voted Best Radio Station by SF Weekly 
readers...again and again. 





f /bestfrequencies 


W @BFFdotFM 





@bffdotfm 
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™Thank you for voting us 


"Best Eyewear’! 


Haven't tried us yet? Lucky 
for you, we're not above a 
little bribery. 


HERE'S 30% OFF 


UNION STREET | MARKET STREET 
SEEEYEWEAR.COM 


*OFFER EXPIRES 8/15/19. In store only. Not valid on capsule collections. 30% off complete pair of SEE eyewear (frame and Rx lenses). $275 minimum purchase. Not valid on previous or in process orders. Must present ad at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with other offers or insurance. #11212 
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Arts & Entertainment 


BEST NEW MUSIC 
VENUE 


August Hall 

420 Mason St., augusthallsf.com 
Opening a new music venue in San 
Francisco is quite the perilous task. In 
addition to competing with storied spots 
like the Fillmore and the Independent for 
bookings, August Hall was also tasked 
with shaping its identity as the new 
resident occupying the former location 
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of nightclub Ruby Skye. The team at 
August Hall have risen to the challenge, 
welcoming intimate performances from 
Weezer’s Rivers Cuomo and Australian 
rocker Courtney Barnett. Despite its 
location near Union Square, August 
Hall boasts excellent acoustics, tasty 
cocktails, and a three-lane bowling alley 
downstairs at Fifth Arrow. Overall, it’s 
been an impressive debut for a space with 
a capacity of between 750 and 1,000, 
which rocked its first birthday with an 
outstanding Hot Chip show two weeks 
ago. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


BEST DRAG 
MAJESTY 


Mama Dora 
twitter.com/mamadorasf 

“Drag Majesty” is now an official 
royal honorary title at Carnaval, 
thanks to a new, non-binary crown 
added to the parade’s traditional 
King and Queen winners. This year’s 
Drag Majesty is Mama Dora, the big- 
bearded drag queen who hosts Mama 


, 


KO Alan Bamberger, alan@artbusiness.com 


Dora’s DollHouse at El Rio and Club 
Love at the Stud. You can check out 
Mama Dora on her Carnaval float — 
which has toilet seats for windows 

— or elsewhere around town bringing 
LGBTQ culture deeper into the Latinx 
community. 


BEST DJ WHO 
WILL LOVINGLY 
HANDCRAFT NEW 
AND DISTINCT 
THEME MIXES FOR 
EVERY PARTY 


DJ FACT.50 

djfact50.com 

A resident DJ at Bondage-a-Go-Go, 
the Edwardian Ball, and many other 
beloved S.F. events, DJ FACT.50 will 
spend all week putting together a 
carefully curated mix for that night’s 
particular party theme. Whether it’s 
forgotten hits from American Top 40 
when you were in fourth grade, 


recent tracks from the Billboard latin 
charts, or soundtrack tunes from John 
Hughes movies, DJ FACT.50 will find 
the perfect collection of tracks that 


specifically cater to that night’s themed 


proceedings. DJ FACT.50 doesn’t just 
hit the Enter key and expect the crowd 
to go nuts. He carefully constructs a 


mix intended to match the je nai se quoi 


of the party. 


BEST REASON TO 
RISK A VISIT TO 
THE OLD MINT 


Terror Vault 

intothedarksf.com 

Before it became something of a white 
elephant, the Mint Building on Fifth 
Street handled a sizable percentage 

of all the gold and silver mined in 

the West during the 19th century. 

But in another timeline, it was a 
notorious prison where people went 
crazy, an alternate history that last 
October’s Terror Vault exploited to 
the hilt. A project by Into the Dark, 
event-management company Non 
Plus Ultra, and drag superstar Peaches 
Christ, Terror Vault was a thrilling 
and occasionally disgusting Halloween 
experience with a well-cast menagerie 
of ghoulies who made excellent use of 
the crypt-like lower level. SF Weekly 
endeavors to abide by a no-spoilers 
rule at all times, but damn, that clown 
room with the strobe. 
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BEST POLITICAL 
PUBLIC ART 


ResistanceSF’s Projections 
bayresistance.org 

“Lock Him Up,” “Climate Change 

Is Real,” and “Shithole President” 

are just some of the slides that 
ResistanceSF has beamed onto the 
Federal Building on Seventh Street 
just south of Market over the last 
year-and-a-half, and somehow it 
never gets old. Having expanded the 
targets of its salty ire to include tech 
HQ’s — “@jack Is Complicit” being 

a good example — the activists who 
respond to particularly egregious 
news stories with timely, give-’em-hell 
responses have earned our respect 
for their sheer tenacity. Still — is this 
legal? “Occasionally we get questions 
from security or law enforcement, but 
no real issues in the Bay,” one activist 
told SF Weekly last year. The First 
Amendment is a wonderful thing. 


BEST APOLITICAL 
PUBLIC ART 


Flower Piano 

sfbg.org/flowerpiano 

Public art can all too often devolve 
into gigantic monuments to an artist’s 
ego, from the three-ton abstract 
metal sculpture-oids that adorn 

many a windswept corporate plaza to 
vaingloriously silly selfie bait like Claes 
Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen’s 
Cupid’s Span on the Embarcadero. The 
best public art hinges on engagement, 
and Flower Piano does it perfectly. 
Over 12 days in summer, the San 
Francisco Botanical Garden becomes 
home to 12 themed pianos among its 
trees, with amateur pianists and the 
occasional professional invited to play 
and sing along by day. Some evenings, 
illuminated pathways guide people 

to specific programs. If filling a well- 
maintained forest with music sounds 
like enchantment, Flower Piano returns 
for its fifth year this July. 


BEST THING TO 
MAKE YOU FALL 
BACK IN LOVE WITH 
S.F. 


Armistead Maupin’s 

Tales of the City reboot 

“When I first got off the bus years 
ago, I had the strangest feeling that 
I'd come home,” Laura Linney’s Mary 
Ann Singleton says in the trailer for 
Netflix’s continuation of Armistead 
Maupin’s serialized column (and its 
subsequent PBS miniseries). It doesn’t 
air in full until June 7, but the new 
Tales made its debut in April at the 


a at-mo) al h’ ans a-s-3 a Oxor- FS antc-valer-micemohai-) ar Mal-h\\au Cole) @r-h anda) -mlololalvom-laariandalaolereialal-]ar-lagmr-F-iellelame-lalem-i9 40-6 


Georgia O’Keeffe: Living Modern is organized by the Brooklyn Museum and curated by Wanda M. Corn, Robert and Ruth Halperin Professor Emerita in Art History, Stanford University and made 
possible by the National Endowment of the Arts. IMAGE Alfred Stieglitz (American, 1864-1946). Georgia O’Keeffe, circa 1920-22. Gelatin silver print, 4% x 3% in. Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, 
‘CT nano) mm MalsmCI-Yo) ae)t- I OM .¢-1-3i Kom ato lUl alelola cela yAeClOK MON MOLClo) 
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SFFILM Festival — and if you haven't 
yet teared up at the trailer, you will. 
Michael Tolliver, Anna Madrigal, and 
all the other surviving characters 
associated with 28 Barbary Lane have 
cameos in a Taylor Mac-esque “radical 
faerie realness ritual.” Having begun 
in 1976, Tales led to nine books and 
now three television adaptations, 
indelibly etching itself into the culture 












ob eal 
FARMERS MARKWINNER 
2019-7 


of a city where people come to reinvent 
themselves and figure life out, even 
today. Maupin has moved away — 
twice — and undoubtedly so have 
many of your friends. San Francisco is 
in the grip of a series of closures that 
would break anyone’s heart. 
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MOST NOTABLE 
NEW PHOTO-OP 


Hamilton Wall 

1192 Market St., shnsf.com 

With the advent of “selfie palaces” 
like the Museum of Ice Cream and 
the usual offerings of iconic views of 
the Golden Gate Bridge, there have 






Joseph Ciotten in Shadow of a Doubt (Film Noir Foundation) 


never been more options to commit 
the visage of the cityscape to digital 
pixels. However, thanks to the ongoing 
run of the smash hit Hamilton — with 
performances scheduled through 
January 2020 — a new contender 

for most coveted photo background 
has emerged. Whether it’s young 

girls recreating the silhouettes of 

the Schuyler Sisters or enterprising 


em? 2019 
“San Erancisc® 

theatergoers of all ages doing their 
best finger in the sky approximation 
of the show’s logo, posing with the 
Hamilton graphics lining the Orpheum 
Theatre now feels like a mandatory 

— and mostly endearing — stop for 
show-goers and passers-by. “Ain’t 
gonna miss my shot” has a new 
meaning. 


BEST REASON TO 
WEAR A FEDORA 


Noir City Film Festival 

Castro Theatre 

429 Castro St., noircity.com 
Watching classic films in the 

grandeur of the Castro Theatre 

is a quintessential San Francisco 
experience. With several iconic noir 
films set in the city — The Maltese 
Falcon, Dark Passage, and Vertigo 
among them — devoting a festival to 
the genre is only fitting. Every January 
as it has for 18 years, Eddie Muller 

— Noir City’s impeccably charismatic 
founder and emcee — welcomes 
audiences to enjoy beloved classics and 
deep cuts from the film noir vaults. 
(This year’s theme was the 1950s, 

with the murder-filled Pickup on South 
Street from 1953 being the standout.) 


The Freshest 
Party of 
the Season 


40 Top 
Restaurants/ 
20 Bars 
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Receive 1 
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oan Francisco International Arts Festival ZS 
The Path to Democracy S 


May 23 — June 2, 2019 
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Seeing audience members dressed to 
the nines to take in a double-feature 
never fails to entertain, with some 
fans going above and beyond to 
outshine the competition both at the 
theater and the occasional after-party 
at tiki bar Last Rites. Throw in the 
city’s best popcorn and there’s no 
topping Noir City — especially if you 
need to lose a tail. 


BEST PLACE TO GET 
(LEGALLY) NAKED 


Kabuki Springs & Spa 

1750 Geary Blvd., 
kabukisprings.com 

The springs at Kabuki Springs & 

Spa are as peaceful a place as any 

in San Francisco. Insulated from 

the noise of honking cars and the 
ceaseless stimulation of smartphone 
notifications, bathers are instead 
invited to unwind and unplug. With 
Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays 
reserved for men and Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays for women 
(plus all-gender Tuesdays with 
bathing suits required), learning to be 
comfortable with your bare body is all 
the easier with a hot pool, cold pool, 
dry sauna, and steam room steps 
away. Add in an aura of authentic 
grace and mediation that permeates 
the space, and this Japantown oasis 
is tough to beat. 


BEST IMMERSIVE 
THEATER 


Epic Immersive 
epicimmersive.com 

Have you ever wanted to explore 

the surreal underbelly of Alice’s 
Wonderland or spend an unknowable 
period of time with the poet 

Dante? Thanks to the team at Epic 
Immersive, such opportunities are 
now available to any who wish to 
take their appreciation of theater to 
the next level. As strong supporters 
of local artists, Epic Immersive has 
spawned an internationally renowned 
conference on immersive design as 
well as a recently launched incubator 
program aimed at ensuring diversity 
and opportunity for creators of all 
kinds. Beyond their uncanny ability 
to find physical performance spaces 


EST 


pee 2019 





in a historically expensive city, Epic 
Immersive puts everything they’ve got 
into the shows they offer. 


BEST HOME DECOR 


Gregangelo Museum 

225 San Leandro Way, 
velocityartssf.com 

Have you experienced the 27 realms? 
From the outside, Gregangelo Herrera’s 
Gregangelo Museum in Balboa Terrace 
not far from Stonestown offers few 
hints to the wonders contained within. 
Conceived of as an art project that’s 
been going on for 30 years, Herrera’s 
home features rooms dedicated to 
Egyptian and Middle Eastern artifacts 
and aesthetics. Available to book for 
private tours, the Gregangelo Museum 
is an ideal alternative to visiting 
friends and families who have tired of 
Coit Tower, Alcatraz, and Boudin bread 
bowls. Best appreciated as a work 

in progress rather than a definitive 
statement, the Gregangelo Museum is 
a cosmic voyage into the outer realms 
of décor and curation. 


BEST LIVE-ACTION 
PODCAST THEATER 


BetaBrand Podcast Theater 

780 Valencia St., betabrand.com 
Yes, BetaBrand is an apparel shop and 
the “Home of Dress Pant Yoga Pants,” 
but every Thursday night it transforms 
into a live podcast theater with the 
most popular pod personalities spit 
game before a rowdy and ridonkulous 
audience. Betabrand Podcast Theater 
is the new live home to favorites 

like Muni Diaries Live!, I Don’t Even 
Own a Television, and the esteemed 
Noise Pop Podcast, along with up-and- 
coming new pods that cover politics 
and culture or debate the merits of 
Hollywood sci-fi franchises. Some 

of these events might sound better 
suited to a bar, but when Betabrand 
sets up microphones and theater-style 
arrangements, the place looks even 
finer than a hot ass in yoga pants. 


DOLAN LAW FIRM 


Personal Injury Elder Abuse Employee Rights © Whistleblower — Civil Rights 








Best Personal 
Injury Lawyer 





eed, BEST 
ap LAW ERMS 





Chris Dolan 


Dolan Law Firm 


California, San Francisco & Marin 


DOLANLAWFIRM.COM sf 415.421.2800 


SF WEEKLY’S BEST OF SAN FRANCISCO 2019 TI 


THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019 





BEST CHIROPRACTOR IN THE BAY AREA 
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i) Custom Chiropractic 


425 Washington St, STE 100 
San Francisco CA 94111 

P 415-788-8700 
www.sfcustomchiro.com 


Customized Care You Can Count On 
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BEST K-POP DANCE 
PARTY 


Seoul Train at Oasis 

298 11th St., sfoasis.com 

Few forms of international music 

are as relentlessly adorable as the 
technicolor Korean genre known 

as K-pop, and the Oasis pops that 
bubblegum the second Friday of every 
month. Nationally known K-pop idols 
Chester Lockhart and Soju bring the 
Blackpink, BTS, and Bolbbalgan4 to 
the dance floor to boombayah the 
beats, and the wardrobe and makeup 
bar will be set as high as it is in these 
tracks’ garish videos. You may not 
understand a single lyric you hear at 
this LGBTQ K-pop party, but you can’t 
resist the infectious enthusiasm of a 
devoted crowd that will be sporting at 
least 12 hair colors that do not exist on 
the natural human-hair spectrum. 


BEST GLIMPSE INTO 
YOUR HOUSE’S PAST 


Assessor-Recorder’s New Archive 
sfpl.org 

How much has your house changed 
since the 1940s? Was it a completely 





different building at one point? Those 
are the questions that San Franciscans 
— or simply the curious — may 

be able to answer for themselves, 
thanks to a new archive of more than 
94,000 historic photos. The Assessor- 
Recorder’s Office and the San Francisco 
Public Library separated old photos 
taken to appraise properties over the 
years, bringing a glimpse into regular 
homes and old-time businesses that 
no longer exist from the 1940s to the 
early 2000s. It takes a little effort to 
find it online, plus a trip to the library 
to view it in person, but the thought is 
tempting. 


BEST EMERGING 
LOCAL PODCAST 


KQED’s The Bay 

kqed.org 

The New York Times has The Daily for 
the world, and KQED has The Bay for, 
well, the Bay Area. The show may be 
just a little over a year old, but it’s 

fast becoming one of the easiest, and 
best, ways to get up to speed on local 
news three times a week. Its team boils 
down major developments like the 
proposed closure of San Francisco’s 
juvenile hall, but also highlights lesser- 
known stories like the fate of hyphy 
music legend Keak Da Sneak heading 
to prison while disabled. Where The 
Bay really shines is through honest 
conversations around race, from 

host Devin Katayama recognizing 

his ability to pass as white to Filipina 
representation in media. 


BEST FICTION BY A 
LOCAL AUTHOR 


Fruit of the Drunken Tree, 

By Ingrid Rojas Contreras 

It’s rare when a first novel propels an 
author into the realm of such greats 

as Sandra Cisneros, Isabelle Allende, 
or Julia Alvarez, but KQED book 
columnist Ingrid Rojas Contreras has 
managed to do it. Drawing from her 
own childhood, Rojas Contreras tells 
the tale of a young girl growing up 

in Colombia during the reign of drug 
kingpin Pablo Escobar. ‘The violent, 
terrifying events of the time are paired 
beautifully with a world seen through a 
child’s eyes, and the result is a colorful 
tale that will keep you up way past 
bedtime. 


BEST 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
STREET FAIR 


20th Street Block Party 
20thstreetblockparty.com 

Noise Pop throws a multiday, multi- 
venue music festival in late February 
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and early March, and we love the 
chance to go out every night for a week 
and see some unusual and at-times 
incredibly intimate performances. 

But the Saturday afternoon street 

fair they stage every August on the 
streets immediately outside their 
headquarters wins our hearts. The 
20th Street Block Party combines food, 
two stages, and a bit of philanthropy 
into one easy package that even crowd- 
averse types can have fun at. And 
while you can buy a VIP experience, it’s 
otherwise free. Last year’s headliner, 
Empress Of, put on a hell of a show, 
and we're full of anticipation to see 
who’s on this year’s bill. 


BEST REASON TO 
GO TO CHURCH 


Holcombe Waller’s 

Requiem Mass: A Queer Divine Rite 
In 2019, not a lot of people in the 

Bay Area regularly attend Christian 
services, and this goes double if you 
happen to be a member of the LGBTQ 
community. But Nob Hill’s Grace 
Cathedral, the seat of the Episcopal 
Diocese of California, has made 

some nobly ecumenical outreach 
efforts. Last year, they partnered 
with the Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts, Glide Memorial, and composer 
Holcombe Waller to stage Requiem 
Mass: A Queer Divine Rite, a liturgical 
reconceptualization of a funeral mass 
that’s meant to heal people who’ve 
had brutal encounters with organized 
religion. Via a homily, a reclamation of 
poorly translated Biblical passages, and 
a recitation of the Beatitudes, Waller’s 
work capitalizes on the ceremonial 
elements that a Gothic Revival house 
of worship provides. It’s theater as 
therapy, in a way. 


BEST ELECTRONIC 
MUSICIAN MADE 
GOOD 


Luttrell 

His days in S.E band The M Machine 
behind him, Eric Luttrell has become a 
powerhouse of atmospheric electronic 
music less than four years after his first 
solo set at Burning Man in 2015. Having 
released his latest album, Into Clouds, 

in February, the mustachioed DJ has 
kept busy remixing tracks by the likes of 
Moby and Lane 8 (who, as it turns out, 
followed Luttrell at Lightning in a Bottle 
last weekend, each of them playing a two- 
hour set on the Woogie stage). He’s a bit 
of a sucker for throwing some ’80s pop 
hits into the mix, too. When we ran into 
him after his performance at CRSSD in 
San Diego in early March, Luttrell told us 
he was particularly excited to have sold 
out The Independent because he lives 
nearby. Keep it up, man! 
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Bars & Clubs 


BEST BEER SELECTION 
Toronado 


BEST BLOODY MARY 
Pop’s Bar 


BEST COCKTAIL BAR 
Blackbird 


BEST COCKTAIL 
Palio 


BEST DANCE CLUB 
Temple Night Club 


BEST DIVE BAR 
Benders Bar & Grill 


BEST GAY BAR 
The Stud 


BEST HAPPY HOUR 
Emperor Nortons 
Boozeland 
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BEST KARAOKE 
The Mint 


BEST LIVE MUSIC VENUE 
Make out room 


BEST LOCAL BREWERY 
Fort Point Beer Company 


BEST MARGARITA 
Puerto Alegre 


BEST MARTINI 
Martuni’s 


BEST MEZCAL BAR 
Mezcalito 


BEST NEW BAR 
Jolene’s 


BEST NEW CLUB 
Halcyon 
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READERS POLL WINNERS 


BEST ROOFTOP 
EI Techo 


BEST SINGLES BAR 
Madrone Art Bar 


BEST SPORTS BAR 
Hi Tops 


BEST STRIP CLUB 
Larry Flynt’s Hustler Club 


BEST TEQUILA BAR 
Tommy’s Mexican Restaurant 


BEST TIKI BAR 
Pagan Idol 


BEST WHISKEY BAR 
Hard Water 


BEST WINE BAR 
Scopo Divino 


Throw back your spring break 66 million years. Experience 
life-size dinosaurs that move and roar, and unearth fossils like 

a paleontologist in our East Garden. Plus, see real specimens 

and enjoy dino-themed activities throughout the entire Academy. 
Hurry—before it goes extinct! 
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Bars & Clubs 


MOST 
OUTSTANDING 
QUEER BAR 


Jolene’s 

2700 16th St., jolenessf.com 

“You are safe here,” the pink triangle 
neon sign says, but it would be more 
accurate to say that “You are having 

a really great time here.” In opening a 
large bar, venue, and restaurant — with 
top-tier coffee! — on 16th and Harrison 


streets, Jolene Linsangan and her 
colleagues did something that should be 
much more normal-sounding than it is: 
They established a lesbian bar in a city 
that had gone years without one. Having 
upgraded UHaul, S.F’s main party for 
women who like women and the women 
who love them, to an every-Friday affair, 
they made space for an underlooked 
demographic while also opening a 

club that’s about as inclusive as it gets. 
Congratulations, Jolene’s — but also, 
thank you! 


BEST INDIANA 
JONES VIBES 


Last Rites 

718 14th St., lastritesbar.com 

It’s probably safe to say that San 
Francisco has enough tiki bars. The 
announcement of Last Rites — a tiki 
bar from the folks behind Horsefeather 
— initially seemed like overkill for 

a city that already has Pagan Idol, 
Smuggler’s Cove, and Trad’r Sam 


al 
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(if you dare). Instead, the inventive 
interior decor conjures the jungles of 
an Indiana Jones escapade, from the 
airplane seats that line the bar to the 
actual airplane fuselage incorporated 
into the back of the space. Dense 
foliage and oversized skulls add to 
what the partners behind Last Rites 
have termed “Polynesian Noir.” While 
that term feels dangerously close to 
appropriation territory, there’s no 
denying the thrill of stepping inside 
this small slice of the tropics in the 
Mission. 


MOST SUBJECTIVE 
SPIN-TO-REWARD 
RATIO 


The Wheel at Soda Popinski’s 

1548 California St., 
sodapopinskisf.com 

Spinning a wheel to determine your 
next beverage is a game for the young, 
and for $12, Soda Popinski’s lets 

you take your drinking life in your 
hands. It’s possible that some may 
view landing on the spaces for a Hand 
Grenade, four shots of the bartender’s 
choice, or a Cement Mixer as a victory, 
but those adventurous souls are 
possibly insane. Other options on 

the wheel (which gets updated from 
time to time) include a Russian Ice 
Tea, a Bear Fight, and the elusive 
bottle of champagne. If the concept of 
combining novelty and alcohol doesn’t 
make your liver shudder in fear, pony 
up at Soda Popinski’s and meet your 
fate. 


BEST BAR THAT 
CONSTANTLY 
INVENTS NEW 
CURRENT- 
EVENT INSPIRED 
COCKTAILS 


DNA Lounge 

375 11th St., dnalounge.com 

Youll only find cocktails named R. Kelly’s 
Tears or the Papa Smurf Cocksucker at 
the DNA 

Lounge, whose seven — count em! — 
seven bars invent original cocktails with 
names taken straight from the headlines 
or the material being performed that 
night on stage. The home of Bootie SF, 
Hubba Hubba Revue, and Mortified 
started naming cocktails after internet 
memes during the “Shut up Woman! Get 
on My Horse!” craze of 2009, and they've 
since started mixing political-themed 
cocktails like the Self Vaxxer or Sing This 
Collusion To Me. The Valar Starbuckus 
was recently added after a famous prop 
accident on a popular zombies-and- 
dragons TV program. 


past 


“San Francis’ 
at 


2019 


BEST BAT SIGNAL 


Cold Drinks Bar 

644 Broadway, chinalivesf.com 
The concept of solving a puzzle to 
access alcohol has likely jumped the 
shark at this point. There was a time 
when knowing the password to the 
Library Room at Bourbon & Branch 
would impress your friends — now, 
you re lucky to get an eye roll. In 
contrast, the “gimmick” at Cold 
Drinks, the “Shanghai dystopian” 
bar upstairs from George Chen's 
sprawling China Live, is so simple 
that it manages never to wear out its 
welcome. Treat yourself to a delicious 
meal of charred Chinese broccoli and 
sheng jian bao downstairs, then simply 
look for the painted bats that guide 
you up a staircase. At the end of your 
quick journey is a lavishly decorated 
scotch lounge and just rewards for a 
momentary treasure hunt. 


BEST BOOZY BINGO 
NIGHT 


Bingo Bongo Saturday 

At the Riptide 

3639 Taraval St., riptidesf.com 
Everyone at the Outer-most Sunset 
dive the Riptide gets Jello shots and 
comes together as a bingo family 
whenever “O-69” gets called at Bingo 
Bongo Saturday. It’s free to play from 6 
to 8 p.m., when Jean the Bingo Queen 
and Dr. Bird start awarding prizes 

to winners in regular bingo, Four 
Corners, and the aptly named Blackout 
Round. Most importantly, the Grand 
Prize winner gets a free $50 bar tab, 
although in the event of a tie, the 
victor is determined in a winner-take- 
all dance-off contest. 


BEST LATE-NIGHT 
MONDAY HAPPY 
HOUR 


Ass-End Happy Hour, 

Bender’s Bar & Grill 

806 South Van Ness Ave., 
bendersbar.com 

It sucks to miss the happy hour cut- 
off when you can’t make it to the bar 
by 7 p.m., but you're never too late 
for happy hour on the ass end of a 
Monday night at Bender’s. Ass-End 
Happy Hour is every Monday night 
from 11 p.m. till 2 a.m., with $4 well 
drinks and $1 off all draft beers. And 
at the now-16-year-old Bender’s, you 
can still enjoy one of San Francisco's 
only remaining real, old-time 
jukeboxes that spins everything from 
Black Sabbath to Roy Orbison to The 
Raveonettes. 


AUGUST 9—11, 2019 
GUISIDEIENDS :33.35"" = 
SAN FRANCISCO wana 


FRIDAY 


Twenty One Pilots. 


The Lumineers. 
blink-182. 
Lil Wayne. 


SATURDAY 


Childish Gambino. 
Flume. 

Hozier. 

RL Grime. 


STUN] bys 
CULE LE 
Kygo. 


Anderson .Paak 
& The Free Nationals. 


Leon Bridges. 


Kacey Musgraves. 


Counting Crows. Flying Lotus 3D. The Neighbourhood. 
Lauren Daigle. San Holo. Yaeji. Masego. Aurora. Luttrell. 
The California Honeydrops. Cautious Clay. half-alive. 

The Marias. Brasstracks. P-Lo. Taylor Bennett. Miya Folick. 


Grateful Shred. Boyfriend. Rainbow Girls. The Seshen. 


Ella Mai. Alina Baraz. Santigold. Better Oblivion Community Center. 
Big Wild. Edie Brickell & New Bohemians. Wallows. 
Phosphorescent. Tierra Whack. NoMBe. Justin Martin. 

Bea Miller. Shallou. CupCakKe. Caamp. Still Woozy. 

ALLBLACK. Delacey. Altin Gun. Amo Amo. Fatai. 


Mavis Staples. Bebe Rexha. Sheck Wes. Toro y Moi. 

Denzel Curry. Bob Moses. Judah & the Lion. DJ Koze. 

Dean Lewis. Nahko And Medicine For The People. 

Cherry Glazerr. Weyes Blood. PJ Morton. The Funk Hunters. 
MorMor. SYML. Leven Kali. Alex Lahey. Jupiter & Okwess. Sandy's. 


Single Day Tickets On Sale May 16 


Heineken’ 


sfoutsidelands.com 
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Bars & Clubs 


BEST CAN-OF-BEER- 
AND-SHOT-OF- 
WHISKEY DEAL 


$5 Busch-and-Dickel 

Whiskey Shot at the Tempest 

431 Natoma St., 
pourguys.com/tempest-bar 

A PBR-and-a-shot deal is not 
uncommon at San Francisco dives, and 
the no-frills Tempest Bar may have the 
cheapest version in town with their $6 
Pabst and Jim Beam. But the Tempest 
has an even cheaper option when 

you head for the mountains with the 
$5 Busch and Dickel shot, featuring 
two beverages you have probably not 
stooped to drinking in years. ‘The staff 
is not as quick to serve you if you're 
not a regular, though, so do take that 


into account if you're looking to catcha 


game during peak crowd hours. 


BEST BAR SAVED* 
FROM A CONDO 
CONVERSION 


Elbo Room 
647 Valencia St., elbo.com 


OPEN EVERYDAY 
2PM-2AM 


HAPPY HOUR 
MON-FRI 2-7PM 


After years of a will-they, won't-they 
the Elbo Room closed at the start 

of 2019. But instead of the painful 
prospect that the Valencia Street bar 
would be replaced by condos — as 
had been the party line for years — 
its successors said it would remain 
mostly as is. The new building owners, 
including Steve Schefsky of Playland 
Bar on Polk Street, promise to SF 
Weekly in December that Elbo Room 
would reopen a few weeks after its 
closure didn’t quite pan out. But five 
months later, people spotted some 
severe-looking construction and the 
owners announced it would instead 
be called the Valencia Room — and it 
had shows booked in the weeks ahead. 
Hurray! (We think.) 


BEST BREWERY TO 
FEEL GOOD ABOUT 
WORKERS’ RIGHTS 


Anchor Brewing 

1705 Mariposa St., 
anchorbrewing.com 

Don't take The Good Place’s theory on 
it: Modern civilization has made every 
last consumer decision an affirmation 
of exploitation by those at the top. 


PATIO OPEN 
DAILY ‘TIL (OPM 


PLINY THE ELDER 
ON TAP 


Fresh Squeezed Mondays 
Greyhounds $6/Palomas $7 


Tequila & Tecate Tuesdays $6 


Whiskey Wednesdays - $6 PBR & shot 


Throwback Thursdays - “The Steve McQueen © 
Bulleit shot & Anchor Cali Lager $9 


Sunday Industry Night - beer & shot $7 


COUNTER(OFFER 
kitchen open Mon-Tues 2-10pm, 
Wed-Fri 2-11pm & Sat-Sun 3-10pm 
Happy Hour 2-5pm Mon-Fri $1 off Tots & Tacos 


2 Pool Tables | Pinball | Photo Booth 


806 SOUTH VAN NESS AT 19™ STREET 4 THE MISSION SF 
415 824 1800 4 bendersbar.com 
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But there are times when we know 

for sure which companies deserve 

our patronage. It didn’t come easy 

for Anchor Brewing, whose workers 
sought wages and benefits that 

would allow them to survive in San 
Francisco. A March vote to become the 
first known unionized craft-brewing 
workforce means workers have more 
leverage over their economic situation 
— much to the dismay of Sapporo, 
the Japanese giant that bought the 
brewery in 2017. But Anchor Steam 
has tasted that much more satisfying 
since then. 


BEST 
GENTRIFICATION- 
PROOF BAR 


Club Waziema 
543 Divisadero St., 
clubwaziema.com 


In the past 10 years, Divisadero Street 
has lost Mojo Bicycle Cafe, Health Haven 
Market, Helen’s Wigs, and its dollar 

store — among many others. With 

the addition of renowned restaurant 

Che Fico, luxury leather shop Tanner 
Goods, and the massive gamer paradise 
Emporium, the corridor has transformed 
into a chic nightlife destination far out of 
the price range of many nearby residents. 
But one business has ridden out the 
wave of gentrification without changing 
a thing. Club Waziema still has its 
glittery popcorn ceiling, furry Victorian 
wallpaper, and beers that cost $5. The 
service is slow, the tables are a little 
sticky, and you'll be hard-pressed to find a 
local sour brewed in wine barrels on tap, 
but on a street where $13 cocktails are 
now the norm, it continues to be a true 
breath of fresh air. 
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BEST GIN AND TONIC 
IMPROVEMENT 
UNDER THE SAME 
ROOF 


Dalva to Hideout 

3121 16th St., dalvasf.com 

Gin and tonics are one of the easiest 
highballs to make. But they can come out as 
a delicious craft drink or tasting like rubbing 
alcohol. While it’s a classic Mission spot 

for sure, Dalva on 16th and Valencia may 
serve you the gin-heavy, tougher-to-swallow 
kind. But for a few dollars more, its second 
bar in the backroom. Hideout, makes a 
memorable, refreshing Gin and Celery Tonic 
using bitters that you may order multiple of 
in a short amount of time. It's best ordered 
on a weeknight to enjoy in a crowd-free 
version of the dark and candlelit tavern with 
its mounted squirrels and other taxidermy. 


pi DS PACIFIC HEIGHTS 
PLASTIC SURGERY 





+ Providing Cosmetic Excellence + 










-~ 
Jonathan 
Kaplan M.D. 
Full-time Board Certified Plastic Surgeon 
Part-time speaker, Instagram husband to 
2 @kelseykaplanfashion and video webinarist. 
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BEST ACTUAL IRISH 
PUB 


Parkside Tavern 

1940 Taraval St., p 
arksidetavernsf.com 

Not to be mistaken for North Beach’s 
upscale Park Tavern, this Sunset District 
pub doesn’t lean too hard on the Erin Go 
Bragh kitsch. That alone makes it more 
trustworthy than many of the city’s Irish 
bars that feel like it’s St. Patrick’s Day 
every day of the year. Parkside Tavern on 
Taraval Street takes pride in serving the 
neighborhood's “diverse clientele,” which 
includes Irish folks and Asian American 
families alike — all bonding over Irish 
beer and Warriors games. The cocktail 
options, from its Beachside Basil to Dark 
Dubliner, are enticing, but the food — 
from oyster shooters and chicken curry 
to cottage pie and bangers and mash 

— makes the restaurant a destination 

in its own right. See how subtle the Irish 
influence is? 


BEST BAR-THEMED 
NEON SIGN 


Doc’s Clock 

2417 Mission St., docsclock.com 
When the dive bar moved 800 feet 

north to 2417 Mission St. in 2017, the 
question of its iconic, half-a-century old 
marquee sign remained unsettled. Neon 
signs have delicate tubing that flows with 
gas, illuminated through a complicated 


electric set-up that involves transformers. 


Moving them can cost hundreds, if not 
thousands, of dollars. But enough people 
rallied behind the beloved sign reading 
“DOC’S CLOCK COCKTAIL TIME” 

to raise nearly $15,000, and the sign 

has been lit up at its new home since 
September 2018. Some adjustments were 
made, but the electric blue cocktail glass 


sits on the side, in all its neon glory. 


WITTIEST 
COCKTAIL 


Bon Voyage’s Rancho Mirage 

584 Valencia St., bonvoyagebar.com 
Seasoned Palm Springs visitors know 
that when you hit Interstate 10 to 
drive home, you can stop in Cabazon 
— the town with the giant roadside 
dinosaurs — for a cooling, creamy date 
shake at Hadley’s. So in opening Bon 
Voyage, their follow-up to the storied 
Trick Dog, the Bon Vivants wanted 

to pay homage to a very specific type 
of date shake. Co-owner Josh Harris’ 
father grew up on a date farm in the 
Coachella Valley, and so he created the 
Rancho Mirage out of scotch, rum, and 
dates, plus an Armenian spice blend 
they concocted. Blended and served 
over crushed ice, it’s a refreshing and 
clever love letter to Dad. 


BEST NEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
BAR 


Fool’s Errand 

639A Divisadero St., 
foolserrandsf.com 

Third time’s the charm for John 
Dampeer, who had difficulty with 
foot traffic at Noe Valley’s Hamlet 
and Caskhouse before opening Fool’s 
Errand in the former Cafe Mojo on 
Divis. It’s more of a bar with good 
food than a restaurant with quality 
drinks, and the European-heavy wine 
list attracts patrons who spill out onto 
the sidewalk bursting with merriment. 
(There’s a parklet, too, and free 
popcorn at happy hour.) The beer side 
of the board includes plenty of heavy- 
hitters on draft along with innovative 
sours and ciders by the bottle. Want 
some cheese and charcuterie with 
that? You got it. The ingredients for 
success are right there, and to put it 
very simply, Fool’s Errand is what we 
want in a neighborhood bar. 


CUTEST WINE BAR 


Indian Paradox 

258 Divisadero St., 
indianparadoxsf.com 

The “disco fry eggs” at Kavitha 
Raghavan’s humor-filled, pan-Indian 
Divisadero wine bar are just one of the 
reasons to dash over there on a weekend 


eme™ 2019 


to beat other people to one of the few 
tables. They trace back to a street-vendor 
practice of cooking eggs with one hand 
while buttering bread with the other, and 
they taste like a divine Egg McMuffin. 
Indian Paradox’s decor is full of brightly 
hued fabrics and eyes that may be giving 
you a come-hither stare or warding off 
evil spirits, and it owes its name to the 
conundrum that India’s street food 

goes very well with wine even as large 
parts of the country prohibit alcohol 
consumption. “Chaat happens,’ as the 
sign says. Yes: sometimes with a glass 

of Lucien Albrect’s Brut Rosé Cremant 


d’Alsace. 


MOST 
ECOLOGICALLY 
RESPONSIBLE 
VENUE 


The Midway 

900 Marin St., themidwaysf.com 
Experiencing live music for hours on 
end takes plenty of hydration, leaving 
the floors littered with plastic bottles by 
the time the lights come on. California’s 
municipalities are starting to tackle this 
issue, but Dogpatch art, food, and music 
venue The Midway is ahead of the curve. 
It permits concert-goers to bring bottles 
that they may refill, as opposed to places 
that don’t allow outside liquids. Plus, it 
started selling refillable aluminum bottles 
for $6 instead of single-use plastic water 
bottles for $4. They’ve reduced bottle 
consumption by two-thirds, and plan to 
expand the ban to other Non Plus Ultra 
venues like the San Francisco Mint. 


BEST REASON 
TO HANG OUT IN 
INGLESIDE 


Ocean Ale House 

1314 Ocean Ave., oceanalehouse.com 
If residents of more happening 
neighborhoods in town consider the 
Ingleside not worth the trek, that’s their 
loss. Ocean Ale House, on Ocean Avenue 
about half a mile from the Balboa Park 
BART station, offers craft brews and live 
music in front of Eli Lippert’s dazzling 
seascape mural a good distance from 
Mission crowds. Regulars come for the 
trivia nights and the jam sessions and 
stay for the rotating beer selections from 
smaller name but underrated brewers 
like San Francisco’s Witbier. (They're 
written on a surfboard on one wall.) 

The first location of the Gap was nearby, 
and Ingleside has retained a quasi- 
undiscovered feel that locals appear to 
appreciate very much. 
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Food & Drink 


READERS POLL 
WINNERS 


BEST AVOCADO TOAST 


Native Co. 


BEST BAKERY 
Tartine 


BEST BB® 
4505 Meats 


BEST BREAKFAST 
Plow 


BEST BRUNCH 
Cliff house 


BEST BURGER 
7 Mile House 


BEST BURRITO 
Al Pastor Papi 


BEST BUSINESS LUNCH 


Palio 


BEST CARIBBEAN 


isla Vida 


BEST CHEAP EATS 


The Bird 


BEST CHICKEN WINGS BEST FILIPINO 
San Tung Tselogs 
Pa pe, BEST FOOD TRUCK 
China Live Al Pastor Papi 
BEST COFFEE 
Phil’z Coffee BEST FRENCH 
Chez Maman 
BEST CRAB HOUSE 
Thanh Long BEST FRIED CHICKEN 
Front Porch 
BEST DATE RESTAURANT 
The Pawn Shop BEST GERMAN 
BEST DELI Suppenkuche 
L 
—— BEST INDIAN 
BEST DESSERT Ritu - Indian Soul Food 
Milkbomb Ice Cream 
BEST ITALIAN 
BEST DIM SUM North Beach 
Yank Sing Restaurant 
BESTDOGFRIENDLY pes WIE SHOP 
7 Mile House Juice Shop 
BEST DOUGHNUTS BEST KOREAN 
Bob’s Donuts Han Il Kwan 
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BEST LATE NIGHT BITE 
Orphan Andy’s 


BEST MEDITERRANEAN 
La Mediterranee 


BEST MEXICAN 
Puerto Alegre 


BEST NEW RESTAURANT 
Beit Rima 


BEST PERUVIAN 
Limon 


BEST PIZZA 
Escape From New York 


BEST PUB FOOD 
True laurel 


BEST SANDWICH 
Deli Board 


BEST SEAFOOD 
Anchor Oyster Bar 
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BEST STEAKHOUSE 
Lolinda 


BEST SUSHI 
Kazan 


BEST TACOS 
Nick’s Crispy Tacos 


BEST TAPAS 
The Pawn Shop 


BEST THAI 
Farmhouse Kitchen 
Thai Cuisine 


BEST VEGETARIAN 
Next Level Burger 


BEST VEGAN 
Shizen 


BEST VIETNAMESE 
Le Colonial 


BEST VIEW FROM A 
RESTAURANT 
Cliff House 
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DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
MODELO WEGRA® BEER. IMPORTED BY CROWN IMPORTS. CHICAGO. IL 
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T DECADENT 
BITE 


PRAIRIE’s guanciale-wrapped 
mochi 

3431 19th St., prairiesf.com 
Longtime Delfina veteran Anthony 
Strong ran Locanda for awhile only 

to depart for this free-spirited and 
slightly experimental Italian spot. 
Having opened in the former Hog & 
Rocks space in the Mission last fall, 
it’s quickly developed a serious level 
of devotion. While PRAIRIE has rolled 
out an impressive brunch menu — 
hello there, “deluxe” burrata toast with 
spring onions and lemon oil — it’s the 
guanciale-wrapped mochi that had 

us swoon. Served at both brunch and 
dinner, these three lightly charred 
little nibbles have a heavenly texture 
plus a smack of chicory-esque treviso 
plus balsamic vinegar. While we would 
be remiss not to give a quick shoutout 
to Strong’s mushroomy rice gnocchi 
for its glorious chew, the mochi is tops. 
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2936 College Ave (at Ashby) | 510.540.7773 | cafelamedberkeley.com 

288 Noe St (at Market) | 415.431.7210  lamednoe.com = fe be op 
2210 Fillmore St (Pacific Heights) | 415.921.2956 | cafelamedfillmorecom 0 =| 
1624 Powell St (Catering/North Beach) | 415.921.2956  cafelamedsf.com fh = see gmat fn et hat | 
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BEAHM LAW 


Win a’evebs Case 


Jason Beahm 
Attorne\ 





DUI ATTORNEY 


877 Bryant St, Suite 300, SEK, CA, 94103 | beahmlaw.com 
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of smoked meats and fermented 
toppings, and Katine’s wife-and- 
husband team of Chef Nichole 
Accettola and Joachim Majholm 
have deputized it as the basis for any 
number of dishes that thread the 
needle between comfort food and 
Nordic sophistication. This slightly 
spartan fantasyland in the Lower 
Haight used to be a laundromat, but 
now it’s the home for revitalizing 
savory porridges and a lunch platter 


you build out of items like apple, egg, 
fennel, and a serious portion of pork 
belly. Do you really want to drive all 
the way to Emeryville now? 


ALOHA-EST THING 
EVER 


Trailblazer Tavern 
350 Mission St., michaelmina.net 
In keeping with Salesforce’s embrace 


BEST REASON 
TO RECONSIDER 
IKEA’S SWEDISH 
MEATBALLS 


Kantine 
1906 Market St., kantinesf.com 
Smegrrebred is the Scandinavian 


rye that’s buttered and used as 
the foundation for a whole range 
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of the spirit of Aloha, Michael Mina 
opened this Hawaiian restaurant on 
the second floor of the Salesforce East 
building — i.e., the one catty-corner 
from the city’s tallest skyscraper. 

A showcase for the culinary genius 

of James Beard nominees Michelle 
Karr-Ueoka and Wade Ueoka of MW 
Restaurant in Honolulu’s Ala Moana 
neighborhood, it’s quickly become a 
standout even within the vast Mina 
empire. Tropical but not campy, 
Trailblazer dazzles with an endless 
parade of technical precision, from the 
ahi poke nachos to the Korean fried 
chicken in lettuce cups to the miso- 
honey-glazed butterfish. A Hui Hou 
Kakou, butterfish. (“Until we meet 
again.”) 


MOST 
CONSISTENTLY 
EXCELLENT BRUNCH 


Comstock Saloon 

155 Columbus Ave., 
comstocksaloon.com 

What would life be without char 

siu eggs benedict? Worse, definitely 
way worse. Chef Jason Raffin is an 
inveterate egg lover, and while we love 
the nightly music and Barbary Coast 
atmosphere of the two-rooms-in-one 
Comstock Saloon, weekend brunch 

is probably the biggest draw. Every 
Saturday and Sunday from 11:30 a.m. 
to 4p.m., you can feast on highbrow- 
lowbrow treats like the 20 Dollar 
Mozzarella Stick (made with saffron 
aioli and Tsar Nicoulai caviar), tres 
leches french toast, and the inimitably 
delicious char-siu eggs benedict, 
served with lemon hollandaise, nori 
chili lakes, and tossed greens. Wash 
that baby down with the Breakfast of 
Champions, a Modelo paired with a 
tequila shot and a pork sugo shooter. 
A chef who doesn’t loathe brunch is a 
joy forever. 


BEST NEW PIZZA 


Cellarmaker House of Pizza 

3193 Mission St., 
cellarmakerbrewing.com 

At minimum, this is a double winner, 
triple if you squint. Not only is 
Detroit-style pizza our new power- 
craving — a thicker, extra-crispy 
variation on those doughy Sicilian 

pies you last ate 15 years ago — but 
Cellarmaker House of Pizza in Bernal 
Heights has several options that are 

all delicious and beautifully presented, 
including a Spring Sausage with 
pungent green garlic cream. What’s the 
third part of this triple crown? Beers 
that pair super-well with your ’za, such 
as Professional Courtesy Hazy IPA. 
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BEST PASTA DISH 


Ayala’s nori spaghettini 

398 Geary St., ayalarestaurant.com 
Union Square isn’t always a spot that 
locals flock to en masse for dinner, 
but Melissa Perfit’s seafood-and- 
pasta restaurant Ayala gave us one 
very good $29 reason in the form 

of nori spaghettini, a furikake-and- 
buddha’s-hand flavor bomb of serious 
proportions. The Hotel G, in which 
the Bar Crudo alum’s project sits, is 
lucky to have this increasingly focused 
operation and its rigorous, appealing 
cocktail list. The taglioni with Manila 
clams is mighty fine, but the gooey yet 
structured spaghettini is our pick. 


BEST DAVID BOWIE 
TRIBUTE 


Tato’s Bowie Brunch 

4608 Third St., tatosf.com 

What do we want in an homage to 

our heroes? Evidence that the people 
behind it are genuine superfans, and 
also for them not to go too overboard 
in making every last thing line up with 
the theme! Also: Bowie, lots of Bowie. 
Three years after the Thin White 
Duke’s death, Tato, a Mexican spinoff 
of Bayview pizzeria and hangout All 
Good Pizza, threw a David Bowie 
tribute brunch in honor of Ziggy 
Stardust’s 72nd birthday, with a Major 
Tom(ato) Bloody Maria, an Aladdin 
Sane (Champagne, Aperol, Lime, and 
Topo Chico) and more. We would climb 
the Berlin Wall and venture through an 
unnecessarily elaborate labyrinth just 
to see that come back. 


BEST UNDER-$20 
TRIP TO THE 
CARIBBEAN 


Guava ribs at Isla Vida 

1325 Fillmore St., islavidasf.com 

A Fillmore successor to Farmerbrown, 
Isla Vida opened last fall to thrill 

the neighborhood with jerk chicken, 
cubano sandwiches, and “bumbaclot 
sauce’ — an extra-spicy, off-menu 
condiment whose name is basically 
Jamaican for “douchebag.” We fell 
super-hard for virtually everything Isla 
Vida does, be it garlic shrimp or twice- 
fried plantains known as tostones, 
but the guava ribs are what lure us to 
return. They come right off the bone, 
and they’re served with congri, a side 
of rice-and-black-beans. We love them 
for the meat, but if it’s the guava part 
you prefer, know that brunch also has 
guava cheese pastries. SF Weekly had 
its holiday staff lunch at Isla Vida, so 
what more can we say on their behalf 
than that? 
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LEAST TERRIFYING 
SIGN OF THE ROBOT 
APOCALYPSE 


Creator 

680 Folsom St., creator.rest 

By 2035, we'll all be reduced to toiling 
in underground rare-earth-elements 
mines, leaving it to our robot overlords 
to take fake sick days and crowd- 
fund their lymphoma treatments. 

In the interim, we have Creator, the 
beautifully mechanical burger-making 
“robot.” OK, the mysterious name 
sounds a little like dystopian sci-fi, 
but this whimsical SoMa prototype 
puts out expertly charred patties with 
a variety of chef-inspired toppings 

— and it actually employs quite a 

few Homo sapiens to do it. Watching 
the glassed-in and decidedly analog 
assembly line cook your “Tunami” — 
a collaboration with Chef Tu David 
Phu — is a lot more fun than killing 
Terminators in a steel mill. 


BEST FOOD MASHUP 
THAT SOUNDS 
KINDA GROSS 

BUT IS ACTUALLY 
DELICIOUS 


Reuben Eggrolls at Finn Town 
2251 Market St., finntownsf.com 


The most curious item on the Finn 
Town menu that Chef Larry Keck 
describes as “hipster comfort food” 

is the Reuben Eggrolls, a deep-fried 
dish that reaches new flaky-crust 
heights. Finn Town replicates a rye 
bread reuben sandwich’s flavor by 
grinding caraway seeds into dust and 
seasoning them into an eggroll packed 
with corned beef, swiss cheese, and 
sauerkraut. This peculiar appetizer is 
a finger-food favorite, served with a 
dipping sauce that combines whole 
grain mustard with Anchor Steam beer. 


BEST BACON- 
FLAVORED COFFEE 


Maple Bacon Latte at Flore 

2298 Market St., flore415.com 

Flore coffee manager Dennis Clay 

was inspired to create the Maple 
Bacon Latte when he heard that an 
international traveler observe that 
“Americans put bacon in everything.” 
The light went off in Clay’s head that 
to put bacon in coffee — or, rather, 
bacon in a Ritual Coffee Roasters latte, 
with decorative latte art design, and 
an option to steam crumbled bacon 
into the milk. For a few bucks more, 
the Flore boys will add a very powerful 
shot of sherried scotch whiskey to your 
cup. The Maple Bacon Latte comes 
with a strip of bacon so big you'll be 
munching on it through the whole cup 
— even if you're a total bacon hog. 


Boogaloo’s 


BEST ALTERNATIVE 
TO IPPUDO RAMEN 


Nute’s 

903 Cortland Ave., nutesnoodle.com 
The ramen at Ippudo on Yerba Buena 
Lane, between Market Street and the 
Metreon, is solid. However, it’s hard 
to see past the long lines that keep 
parties waiting an hour or more, then 
tolerate a staff that rushes you out the 
door. (It’s also a subsidiary of Panda 
Express.) But while San Francisco isn’t 
short on ramen options — Mensho, 
Hinodeya, Marufuku — Nute’s is 

a stand-out. The tiny outpost on 
Cortland Avenue in Bernal Heights 
gives diners just four-and-a-half 
hours, six days a week to catch its 

four delightful ramen dishes — spicy 
miso, vegetarian, shoyu with soy-based 
broth, and tonkotsu. Underestimate 
Nute’s love for spice at your own peril. 


BEST LUNCHTIME 
JAPANESE CURRY 
FIX 


Muracci’s Japanese Curry & Grill 
307 Kearny St., muraccis.com 
Don’t bet on this place for dinner 

— this hole-in-the-wall on Kearny 
Street closes at 7 p.m., setting up 
Financial District busybodies to grab 
lunch and eat at their desks. But it’s 
a no-frills food establishment that 
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comes with more than enough rice 

to douse the curry in, as well as its 
popular chicken katsu with the perfect 
amount of crunch and grease. Curry 
options include beef, chicken, katsu, 
ebi fry, salmon, vegetarian, and cheese 
omelette curry. Murracci’s, which has 





another spot in Berkeley, also serves 
noodle soup, sushi, donburi, teriyaki, 
and dessert. With few seats, it’s more 
of a grab-and-go, but the portions 
could easily be split into two meals. 


BEST BRUNCH SPOT 
TO DITCH WORK 
AND BEAT THE 
WEEKEND LINES 


Boogaloos 

3296 22nd St., boogaloossf.com 
Brunch culture makes hour-long waits 
seem reasonable even when you have 
a hangover. But who says brunch 

has to happen on the weekend? It’s 
well worth turning a Boogaloos visit 
into a “work trip,” to take refuge 
under a balcony of plants afforded 

by tall ceilings, drinking coffee in a 
relaxed state. This Mission brunch 
favorite reopened in 2018, having 
been closed for two years after a fire 
in the building, making it even more 
in-demand. While you could always 
swing a Cubano sandwich for lunch, 
Boogaloos’ breakfast options — from 
huevos rancheros to its Temple 
O’Spuds — are irresistible no matter 
the time of day. 


Bini's Kitchen. Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


BEST PINBALL 
JOINT FROM 
BEYOND THE 
ASTEROID BELT 


Outer Orbit 

3215 Mission St., outerorbitsf.com 
Nine pinball machines line one wall 

of Bernal Heights’ spacey Outer 
Orbit, which feels like a fun replica 

of Hawaii generated by the computer 
on an interstellar spacecraft’s Holo- 
deck. Chef Sam DeCamp’s brunch 

and evening menus nail the simple, 
gratifying flavor profile that suits a 
spot where people pump quarters into 
the proverbial machine, with a slightly 
wacky (but definitely cool) jukebox 
playing jams from yesteryear. Boring 
people bemoan the infantilization 

of adulthood, but we are living for 
these togarashi tots — but if you’re 

a buttoned-down grown-up at heart, 
you can also go for crowd-pleasers like 
karaage chicken and Spam musubi. Oh, 
and there’s boozy passionfruit shave 
ice. Cancel that trip to the moons of 
Neptune and go play pinball on Outer 
Orbit’s 1971 Zodiac machine, on loan 
from the Pinball Museum in Alameda. 








PLUCKIEST LA 
COCINA OPENING 


Bini’s Kitchen 

1001 Howard St., biniskitchen.com 
Binitha Pradhan is famous for her 
momos, the Nepelese dumplings that 
she and her team hand-roll in vegetable, 
turkey, and lamb varieties. While the La 
Cocina alumna has been hawking them 
around town for a number of years, the 
only brick-and-mortar spot to get them 
has been a kiosk in a rather forlorn spot 
near Montgomery BART where the 

sun doesn't often shine. But Pradhan 
has since opened Bini’s Kitchen at the 
corner of Howard and Sixth streets 
across the street from a building with 
many Nepalese residents — and beyond 
momos, it’s got a liquor license anda 
number of rice dishes, rotis, paneers, 
and other treats. Nonprofit dynamo La 
Cocina has empowered many immigrant 
women to start their own food 
businesses over the last few years, and 
Bini’s is undoubtedly one of its all-stars. 


BEST NEW BREAD 


Sorrel’s sourdough focaccia 

3228 Sacramento St., 
sorrelrestaurant.com 

Quick: Name your favorite breads. 
Probably sourdough ranks high on the 
list, and if you're a sandwich fanatic, 
Dutch crunch is probably up there, too. 
But focaccia? It’s what people create by 
accident when they’re new to bread- 
making. That has changed now that 
Sorrel, Alexander Hong’s pop-up that 


took over Spruce’s former Laurel Heights 
home, melded it to sourdough. Served 
with cultured butter and a hint of small-S 
sorrel, it’s the perfect entry to a meal 
that’s going to be full of carbs, like pork 
sugo orecchiette and English-pea-and- 
mint cappellacci. The Gospels say that 
men shall not live on bread alone, but 
these days, people are basically cutting it 
out entirely and that’s just wrong. 


BEST REASON 
TO LOVE THE 
RICHMOND 


Pearl 

6101 California St., pearl6101.com 
To be clear, this is not to say we don't 
love the Richmond plenty as it is. But 
the 38-Geary is nobody’s favorite bus, 
and while residents of that precinct 
know what they’ve got in the Clement 
Street corridor, people who live farther 
west also clamor for options. They have 
a bunch in Pearl, an all-day offshoot of 
Pizzetta 211 that opened on the corner 
of California Street and 23rd Avenue. 
While Outerlands in the Sunset has 

a toad-in-the-hole spinoff called Eggs 

in Jail, Pearl has Eggs in Purgatory, a 
marvelous combination of lamb sausage, 
spicy tomatoes, rosemary polenta, 

and lightly toasted bread. A farro bowl 
and wood-fired bagels give you more 
reasons to visit in the a.m., while mussels 
escabeche, handkerchief pasta, and some 
dashing cocktails will lure you right back 


after your evening commute. 


she took it over in 1985. Then, a fire last 
year forced it to close and later embark 
upon some pricey renovations to bring 

a 1970s-era kitchen up to code. But a 
spruced-up Greens reopened in late fall, 
delighting diners with cauliflower-quinoa 
griddle cakes and wild mushroom and 
spinach filo. Brunch means ciabatta 
French toast and a Hodo Soy tofu hash 
made with a lacinato kale-and-basil pesto. 
The full package is up and running, too, 
as the Greens to Go counter reappeared 
earlier this year. 


BEST EXCUSE TO 
BLOW YOUR 401(K) 
ON WAGYU 


Niku Steakhouse 

61 Division St., nikusteakhouse.com 
While the Omakase Restaurant Group 
has opened places at the affordable 
end (Udon Time, Dumpling Time) and 
the middle tier (Okane, Omakase), 
they leapt into the stratosphere with 
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Pearl. Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


BEST ALTERNATIVE 
KITCHEN SPACE 


BiteUnite 

600 South Van Ness Ave., 
biteunite.com 

Having begun in Hong Kong as a way for 
people looking to start a culinary side 
hustle to book time and counter space 

in a professional kitchen environment, 
BiteUnite is also a flexible venue that 
hosts book launches, dinner parties, 

and other cultural happenings. Founder 
Patta Arkaresvimun dislikes the term 
“incubator,” but in creating a platform 
and a commissary that’s available 24 
hours a day, she’s enabled people who 
just want privacy (and a dishwasher) to 
focus on their craft to get it done, while 
impresarios with a flair for showmanship 
can test out new creations on a packed 
house. 


BEST RESTAURANT 
REVIVAL 


Greens 

Fort Mason Center, Landmark 
Building 2A, greensrestaurant.com 
Fort Mason has gone through many 
periods of evolution, but while much 
about the former military installation has 
changed, Annie Somerville’s Greens has 
been a temple of vegetarian fine dining 
and a stable presence on the pilings since 
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Niku Steakhouse. Under executive chef 
Dustin Falcon, the menu here is full 
of Japanese influences — particularly 
A5 wagyu beef. Although you could 
stick to outstanding small plates like 
a ember-roasted artichokes or bone 
marrow with oxtail marmalade, you 
have the option of splurging on a 40- 
day dry-aged prime bone-in ribeye for 
$130 or eight ounces of A5 Kobe beef 
for $305. If someone else is paying, 
you can still afford to retire. 


BEST NEW RETRO 
BURGER JOINT 


Hi-Way Burger & Fry 

3853 24th St., hi-wayburger.com 
Whiz Burger, Beep’s, WesBurger 

N’ More — there’s something 
quintessentially mid-century 
Californian about burgers. While 

it’s not a hop with gum-chewing 
waitresses, Noe Valley’s Hi-Way Burger 
& Fry joins the club of hamburger 
restaurants that feel slightly like 
walking into a Beach Boys song. The 
patties are 100-percent grass-fed beef 
— with a plant-based Beyond Burger 
available as an alternative — and the 
atmosphere is convivial, with a menu 
full of Chicago dogs, hand-cut french 
fries, and cookies-and-cream shakes. 
(There’s beer and wine, too.) Don’t 
“Have It Your Way,” have it at Hi-Way. 


BEST DOLLAR-ISH 
OYSTER DEAL 


Picaro 

3120 16th St., no website 

Let’s cut to the chase here: Dollar oysters 
are a pleasure as distinct as finding a $20 
bill in an old jacket pocket or getting a 


kiss from a friendly bottlenose dolphin, 
only more commonly available. San 
Francisco has dozens of dollar-oyster 
happy hour deals, but most of them 
come with narrow time frames or other 
restrictions. At Picaro, a tapas restaurant 
on 16th Street in the Mission, the $1.25 
raw oysters are available all day every day, 
just like the seafood paella and pitchers 
of sangria (which run $14 during happy 
hour, incidentally). Pro-tip: Picaro can get 
pretty busy, but you can order oysters at 
the bar without having to wait for a table. 


CHURCH STREET’S 
HOPE FOR THE 
FUTURE 


Beit Rima 

138 Church St., beitrimasf.com 
Churches are all about saviors, right? At 
Beit Rima, Samir Mogannam took over 

a location of his father’s Burgermeister 
and turned it into a fast-casual Arabic 
restaurant with a homey vibe. While this 
subsection of the Castro has endured a 
wave of closures and disenchantment, 
Beit Rima holds a lot of potential to 
revive it more than one little restaurant 
otherwise probably could. Order some 

of the edamame-esque hamleh, a dish of 
pan-roasted garbanzos, with a portion of 
lemony, pan-roasted halloumi and a shish 
tawook plate whose yogurt-marinated 
chicken skewers are doused with garlic 
sauce. Shay, a minty black tea, is only a 
dollar a cup. 


BEST NEW OMAKASE 


The Shota 

115 Sansome St., theshotasf.com 
Some tasting menus begin to buckle 
under the weight of their ostentatious 
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add-ons and the goofy theatricality 

of flashy knife skills, but at Chef Ingi 
“Shota” Son’s eponymous counter in 
the Financial District, the focus is as 
tight as tight gets. Here, top-notch 
team service keeps you pampered in 

a minimalist fashion while you watch 
the kitchen at work — and although 
you may get a quick tutorial in the 
different cuts of tuna with the aid of a 
3D model, the real joy is the carousel 
of sea eel, Spanish mackerel, and cold- 
smoked trout nigiri. Then take a sip of 
Tokubetsu Kimoto, a 1,000-bottle-a- 
year sake manufactured through the 
collection of droplets of water. 


BEST 
GASTRONOMIC 
PORTMANTEAU 


Cafe Boho’s Seacuterie 

3321 Steiner St., cafebohosf.com 
Bohemianism is a tricky thing to channel, 
as a million failed attempts to replicate 
the magic of New Orleans outside the 
Crescent City can attest. But Cafe Boho 
in the Marina snaps to attention with an 
array of seafood dishes and reimagined 
dessert classics like a napoleon made 
with honey ricotta. The standout item, 
though, comes with another kind of 
napoleon, a savory nibble that could 
have come from a Tupperware party. 
The “seacuterie” board is a $38 plate 
consisting of a salmon napoleon and 

a salmon rillette, salmon roe, octopus 
dip, smoked whitefish, and sourdough, 
plus mustard and pickled vegetables and 
other little accents. Let this course be 
your introduction to the whole roasted 
branzino, or just savor it on its own. 


Food & Drink 





BEST BOTTOMLESS 
MIMOSA DEAL 


The Sycamore 

2140 Mission St., thesycamoresf.com 
Bottomless mimosas have become a 
fairly common brunch-time weekend 
offering, but you'd be hard-pressed 

to find orange juice and champagne 
pitchers with better bang for your 
buck than Mission Street dive eatery 
The Sycamore. You can squeeze in five 
full hours of mimosa-drinking, as the 
deal runs from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on 
Saturdays and Sundays, with games 
like Battleship and Candy Land on 

the shelf to maintain your strategic 
skills while losing your motor skills. 
It’s $16 for the bottomless deal, which 
also requires a minimum $10 food 
order, but they have a person whose 
dedicated job it is to just refill mimosas 
while you're slamming down Pork 
Belly Donuts and Fried Egg Sliders. 
Bottomlessness: It can’t be topped! 


CUESA’‘S Goat Festival 


BEST SAN 
FRANCISCO 
ABSINTHE 


Emperor Norton Absinthe 
emperornortonabsinthe.com 

Raff Distillerie’s Emperor Norton 
Absinthe is indeed distilled right 

here in San Francisco, and beautifully 
depicts the honorable Emperor Norton 
on its emerald label. But its wormwood 
is imported from the traditional home 
of absinthe — Pontarlier, France — 
and this version of the Green Fairy 

is prepared just as it was in Paris 150 
years ago, making it the best tribute 

to S.F’s most famous 19th-century 
eccentric since the State of California 
named the Bay Bridge after Willie 
Brown. The bottle calls this highly 
potent beverage “Emperor Norton 
Absinthe Dieu,” even though it is 
simply absinthe, thanks to a very 
bizarre federal law that says the 


word “absinthe” cannot appear as a 
standalone word on the labeling. 


BEST NEW ARABIC 
RESTAURANT 


Falafelland 

133 Sixth St., no website 

Billy Alabsi told us a few months back 
that he was apprehensive about the 
possibility of long lines. He definitely 
wants to do a good business at 
Falafelland, his Yemeni restaurant on 
Sixth Street. But he didn’t want to 
exceed the tiny operation’s carrying 
capacity. (That he was certain the lines 
would form was somewhat telling.) In 
any event, Alabsi and his wife, Noora, 
take pains to layer a pita with falafel 
and all its accouterments — including 
French fries and sugarcane vinegar 

— no matter how many people may 
be waiting for service, and insist that 
people have sweetened Yemeni-style 
tea. At Falafelland, hospitality and 
warmth all but trail out the door. 


MOST INSANELY 
BRILLIANT DESSERT 


The Frozen Orange at Atelier 
Crenn 

3127 Fillmore St., ateliercrenn.com 
Chef Dominique Crenn’s three- 
Michelin-starred, pescatarian flagship 
restaurant is a loving, intimately 
personal tribute to her father and to 
her childhood in Brittany. But Crenn’s 
ever-evolving dialogue with her chief 
patissier, Juan Contreras, is perhaps 
the more germane relationship 

— especially as the tasting-menu 
experience winds down. Contreras 

is nothing short of a wizard, and 

his creation of a frozen faux-orange 
that opens to reveal fruit, white 
chocolate, and some herbs is a grand 
complement to Crenn’s more sensuous 
approach, especially when paired with 
a magnificent sauternes. It has clearly 
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grown in complexity over time, too. 
Atelier Crenn will always be the chef’s 
project, but Contreras’ desserts are 
what you walk out savoring — perhaps 
en route the Mauna Loa Club up the 
block, reportedly the staff hangout. 


BEST BEER- 
FOCUSED 
RESTAURANT 


City Beer Store 

1148 Mission St., citybeerstore.com 
Having poached Harper Matheson from 
the since-shuttered City Counter, Craig 
and Beth Wathen have turned the brew- 
focused City Beer Store into a legitimate 
dining destination at its new home on 
Mission Street. Larger and brighter than 
its original digs, it’s now where you can 
get a spicy-but-not-too-spicy Nashville 
Hot Mochiko Kitchen, a grilled sausage 
with spatzle and huckleberry mustard, 
and a Wednesday-only clam chowder 
with garlic-rubbed sourdough. That the 
beer selection veers deeply in a post-IPA 
sour direction is a strong plus for anyone 
chafing under the tyranny of hops. City 
Beer Store is clever and creative, a bar, 
restaurant, and bottle shop all in one. 


MOST ADORABLE 
FOOD FESTIVAL 


CUESA’s Goat Festival 

cuesa.org 

Jeanette Winterson, who was raised 

in the north of England by a devoutly 
religious mother with a melancholy 
temperament, once wrote that goats 
are thinkers, because “you can see it 

in the slit pupils of their rectangular 
eyes, whereas sheep go to heaven with 
Jesus. That remark was made in jest, of 
course, because as anyone who’s been 
to CUESA’s Goat Festival — held the 
same day was an increasingly influencer- 
filled, springtime music festival in 

Indio — knows that baby goats are the 
cutest thing ev-ar. The Center for Urban 
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Education about Sustainable Agriculture 
endeavors to reintroduce the wonders of 
the land to people with a lot of asphalt 

in their lives, and every April, they work 
with Toluma Farms to expose city folk to 
the adorableness of baby goats. Activities 
like cheese-making demos, goat-horn- 
fashioning sessions round out the day, 
and lots of people show up in goat 
costumes. TL;DR: Baby goats! 
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Thank You, SF Weekly Readers, 
for naming us Best City Event! 
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For event tickets, stages and 
performers, event information, 
and more: 


www.sfpride.org 


34 ° SF WEEKLY’S BEST OF SAN FRANCISCO 2019 


BEST ACCOUNTANT 
Carlos Ausejo Taxes 
and Bookkeeping 


BEST ADVERTISING 
AGENCY 
Goodby Silverstein 


BEST APARTMENT 
BUILDING 
Nema 


BEST BROKER 
Sotheby’s 
International Realty 


BEST CHEF 
Dominique Crenn 


BEST CHIROPRACTOR 
SF Custom 
Chiropractic 


BEST COMMUNAL 
OFFICE SPACE 
WeWork 


BEST COSMETIC 
SURGEON 
Dr Jonathan Kaplan 


BEST DRAG QUEEN 
D’Arcy Drollinger 


BEST DUILAWYER 
Beahm Law 


BEST ESTABLISHED 
BARTENDER 
Shirley Brooks 


BEST HOTEL 
Virgin Hotels San 
Francisco 


BEST INJURY LAWYER 
Chris Dolan 


BEST NEW HOME 
BUILDER 
Lennar homes 


BEST ORTHODONTIST 


Dr Amanda Cheng 


BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING 


Dolores Park 


BEST PERSONAL TRAINER 


Jeshua Reza Crunch 


BEST PLACE TO TAKE 
VISITORS 
Ferry Building 


BEST PLACE TO WORK 
Joseph Cozza Salon 


BEST REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY 
Compass 


BEST REALTOR 
Ximena Cordova 


BEST TAILOR 
Galleria Tailor 


BEST TECH COMPANY 
Google 


BEST WINERY 


Bluxome Street Winery 








NOBLEST CITY HALL 
MOMENT 


Mayor London Breed Standing up for 
the Homeless 

Quick history lesson: The Flushing 
Remonstrance is a little-remembered 1657 
rebuke by a small Dutch community against 
the religiously intolerant governor of New 
Netherland, Peter Stuyvesant. Signed by 
townspeople — some of them illiterate men 
who simply left an X — it stated plainly 
that they could not persecute Quakers 
because Christianity’s insistence on loving 
your neighbor and freedom of conscience 
forbade someone from telling anyone 

who a person could or could not worship. 
About 30 villagers stuck their necks out 

at no discernible benefit to themselves, 

and some were thrown in prison for it. 
Some 352 years later, Mayor London 

Breed stood up to a hostile group of mostly 
affluent Embarcadero residents who were 
angry about the prospect of a Navigation 
Center that could serve up to 400 persons 
experiencing homelessness. Breed, who 
opposed 2018's Proposition C — which 
would have taxed certain large companies 
to generate some $300 million — took flak 
for the decision to do the right thing this 
time. She faces re-election this November, 
but there is no one running to her left this 
time because she hasn't drawn an opponent 
yet. It appears to have been motivated by 
principle, and considering the hostility 

and incompetence City Hall has generated 
regarding homelessness over the past 20 
years, we have to give credit where credit’s 
due. 


TECH HERO 


Marc Benioff 

Watching tech titans snipe at each other 
over their societal obligations on Twitter 
is what the medium was built for. While 
many corporate executives seem as 
though they’ve had their capacity for 
shame medically cauterized, Salesforce 
CEO Marc Benioff gave millions and 
managed to shame Twitter and Square’s 
Jack Dorsey into donating some coin 

of his own to help San Francisco's 
unhoused residents. Earlier this year, 

he donated $200 million toward the 
study of homelessness. In a better 
world, we would not have billionaires at 
all. But in the meantime, we have one 
who’s determined to improve the dire 
economic disparities in contemporary 
San Francisco and for that, we salute you, 
Marc Benioff. 


BEST BUSKER 


The Space Lady 

What? She’s back? Well — sorta. Ever 
since her one-off performance at the 
Verdi Club this year, we’ve been smitten 
with The Space Lady — aka Susan 
along with songs 
like “Synchronize Me’ and her cover 





of The Beatles’ “Across the Universe.” 
Having played in the Castro and the 
Haight before divorcing her hippie first 
husband and eventually relocating to her 
home state of Colorado, The Space Lady 
has begun performing again — winged 
helmet and all — only she’s touring 
rather than busking, and she'll be at 
Oasis on July 7. Give her sweet, slightly 
sorrowful soprano voice a listen and 
you ll see what her brand of far-out magic 
is all about. Are we coaxing this gentle 
prophetess of a hopeful future to come 
back to us more often? You bet we are. 


BEST HOPE FOR THE 
FUTURE OF MUSIC 


Women’s Audio Mission 

542-544 Natoma St., 
womensaudiomission.org 

According to Women’s Audio Mission, 
“less than 5 percent of the people 
creating the sounds, music, and media 
in the daily soundtrack of our lives are 
women.’ Committed to bringing greater 
equality to all fields of the recording 
industry, Women’s Audio Mission is 
home to the only professional recording 
studio in the world built and run by 
women. Over the past 15 years, they’ve 
also offered over 2,000 classes to 14,000 
girls and women on subjects that range 
from electronic music production to 
microphone placement and techniques. 
The definition of the mantra to “be the 
change you wish to see in the world,” 
Women’s Audio Mission is a reflection of 
the Bay Area at its best — and a reason to 
have hope for music’s uncertain future. 


MOST INSPIRING 
NONPROFIT 


San Francisco Asian Women’s Shelter 
3543 18th St., Unit 19, sfaws.org 
Society has a tendency to ignore ugly 
truths. Instead, we prefer to hope that 
things will simply sort themselves out. 
When it comes to human trafficking 

and domestic violence, San Francisco 
Asian Women’s Shelter has rejected 
sheepish silence as a solution. Its efforts 
to assist survivors of trafficking and 
assault include a 24-hour crisis line and 

a shelter program — and its resources 
are accessible in more than 40 languages. 
While the SFAWS accepts all survivors of 
domestic violence and human trafficking, 
their efforts to be a lifeline for limited 
and non-English speaking immigrant 
survivors over the past 30 years remains 
tragically necessary and profoundly 
important. 


BEST POSTHUMOUS 
PRESENCE 


Robin Williams 
In 2014, the Bay Area reacted with 


shock to the news that beloved comic 
and actor Robin Williams had taken his 
own life at the age of 63. While some 
acts of posthumous recognition can feel 
rushed, the two landmarks that now 
bear Williams’ name feel aptly suited for 
the man that brought us Mrs. Doubtfire, 
The Birdcage, and the underrated Death 
to Smoochy. Robin Williams Tunnel 

(nee Waldo Tunnel) serves as a conduit 
between Marin and San Francisco. This 
makes it perfectly suited to be named 
in honor of Williams, who lived in both 
counties for much of his life. Renamed 





in September, Robin Williams Meadow 
(formerly Sharon Meadow) occupies 

a gorgeous slice of Golden Gate Park. 
Without getting too saccharine about it, 
anywhere that offers locals some fresh air 
and joy feels like a fitting tribute to one 
of the Bay Area’s most cherished public 
figures. 


BEST CENTENARIAN 


Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
When poet and activist Lawrence 


Ferlinghetti was born, World War I had 
concluded only the year before (but the 
Treaty of Versailles wasn’t dry yet). His 
legacy includes publishing many seminal 
works of the Beat generation — although 
he disavows that label for himself — plus 
his own verse, as well as co-founding City 
Lights bookstore in North Beach. You 
rarely see writers and publishers enjoy 
the kind of celebration that prevailed 

in celebration of Ferlinghetti’s 100th 
birthday this March 24. There were 
sidewalk poetry readings, throngs of 
revelers, and plenty of cappuccinos, all 


Thank you for giving us the honor 

of Best Dentist in San Francisco! At 
Young Dental SF Group our Team is 
committed to offering comfortable 
quality dental care. We are passionate 


about your smile, we value your trust 
and this award makes us grateful 
and proud. 


SF’ Group 


MATTHEW R. YOUNG DDS 

DIPLOMATE AMERICAN BOARD OF ORAL IMPLANTOLOGY 
GENERAL DENTISTRY/AMPLANT DENTISTRY 

490 Post Street, STE 830, San Francisco, CA 94102 
PHONE: 415-392-8611 
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course, Mixt be damned. 


BEST INSULT- 
THROWING PUBLIC 
OFFICIAL 


Planning Commissioner 

Kathrin Moore 

Sup. Aaron Peskin gets a lot of press 
for his loquacious stemwinders, but a 


of which were a welcome reminder of 
San Francisco’s identity as a literary 

city — not just a factory for memes 

and Instagram stories that take us to a 
post-literate society. You have to be awed 
by the optimism of publishing a free- 
associative memoir called Little Boy five 
days before your own centennial. 


coffee, vegan ice cream, or free-range 
boba tea at their venture capital-funded 
third-wave coffee boutiques. But in 

the heart of the Valencia-and-20th- 
Street parklet hotbed, only one has a 
shrub-sculpted triceratops and makes 
no attempt to sell you anything. The 
Valencia and Liberty Street parklet 
called Deeplet, or Deepistan National 
Park, was started by a longtime resident 
neighborhood activist determined to 
see that the Valencia Corridor stays its 


BEST VALENCIA 
STREET PARKLET 
TO WALK PAST AND 
MARVEL AT 


Deepistan National Park 
deeplet.org 

A large number of Valencia Street 
parklets will try to lure you in to buy 
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SHIPYARD 


RESIDENCES 


Voted SF's 2019 
Best New Homes Builder, 
Come See Why! 


NEW LUXURY 600 - 1,770 SQ. FT. TOWNHOMES 
AND CONDOMINIUMS NOW SELLING FROM 
THE MID $600s TO THE LOW $1 MILLIONS 


Price is subject to change without notice. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, square footage and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Depictions of homes or other features are artist 
conceptions. Hardscape, landscape, and other items shown may be decorator suggestions that are not included in the purchase price and availability may vary. Actual views may vary. Views cannot be relied upon as being the 
actual view from any particular home within the community. Any view from a home may in the future be limited or eliminated. Lennar makes no guarantees regarding continuing existence of any view from a home. Further, 
Lennar makes no commitment or representation concerning the development within the community, or any property in proximity to or visible from the home. Please see your New Home Consultant and home purchase agreement 
for actual features designated as an Everything's Included feature, additional information, disclosures, and disclaimers relating to your home and its features. Visit Lennar.com or see a Lennar New Home Consultant for 
further details and important legal disclaimers. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2019 Lennar Corporation. All rights reserved. Lennar and the 
swam Lennar logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. Lennar Homes of California, Inc. License #728102. Lennar Sales Corp. DRE License #01252753. 5/19 


WELCOME HOME CENTER 
11 Innes Ct. 
San Francisco, CA 94124 
415.975.4181 
LiveatSFShipyard.com 


LENNAR 
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more obscure City Hall official dunks on 
condo plans with even more hilarious 
put-downs that combine the vocabulary 
of Werner Herzog with the subversive wit 
of Bianca del Rio. San Francisco Planning 
Commissioner Kathrin Moore routinely 
rags on the ugly, cookie-cutter condo 
plans that come before her commission, 
telling developers, “I think all of these 
buildings are totally miserable,” or “Tt’s 

a maze of corridors that reminds me a 
little bit of a suburban shopping mall.” 

A trained architect and urban designer, 
Moore has even taken swings at the body 
she sits on, saying in 2015 that “they 

are absolutely inept to do it. They have 
not been trained, they have not been 
mentored. They are becoming more like 
permit expediters.” 


BEST GRASSROOTS 
EFFORT TO FEED THE 
HUNGRY 


Burrito Project SF 
burritoprojectsf.org 

The Burrito Project SF prepares, delivers, 
and serves 500 to 550 hot, delicious free 
vegan burritos to the city’s hungry and 
unhoused population one night every 
month, making them one of our favorite 
homelessness advocacy projects. Burrito 
Projects now operate in at least 12 cities 
throughout North America, serving tens 
of thousands of meals every year and 
empowering hundreds of volunteers to 
help out in any way they can. If you want 
in on one of the greatest feed-the-hungry 
efforts the City of Saint Francis is making 
during the modern-day homelessness 
crisis, sign up to volunteer on their 
website. 


BEST LITERAL 
SHADE-THROWING 


The preservation of sun at 

Victoria Manalo Draves Park 

Try as developers might to forget that actual 
people live in Central SoMa, meddling kids 
are there to remind them. Neighborhood 
residents have only two parks to retreat 

to from their cramped living quarters in 

a skyscraper-dense area surrounded by 
construction cranes. So when a planned 
development threatened to cast a shadow 
on the basketball courts in Victoria 

Manalo Draves Park on Folsom Street, 

the only genuine multi-use park in the 
area, community groups pushed back. In 
April, they made one final and successful 
case. Now the dozens of braces-wearing 
teenagers who testified for more than four 
hours can run free in the park, preserved 
sunlight shining on their faces — if the 

fog allows it. As a bonus, this also gives the 
Fondue Cowboy, Deli Board, and the queer- 
run dungeon space Catalyst a reprieve from 
demolition. 





BEST VISION ZERO 
CRUSADER 


Supervisor Norman Yee 

No supervisor or high-ranking city official 
knows better than Supervisor Norman Yee 
that San Francisco streets are needlessly 
dangerous — disproportionately so for seniors. 
Yee was hit by a driver in 2006 and left unsure if 
he would ever work, or walk, again. So while the 
ball is largely in the SFMTAs court, Yee often 
publicly reminds them and the general public 
that it’s a matter of policy, not coincidence, and 
can be prevented. He’s also looking to lower 
speed limits in parts of San Francisco — the 
opposite of Los Angeles — and recently called 
for the transportation agency to “daylight” 
intersections by eliminating parking spots 
that obstruct another driver's view of a 
crosswalk. 


MOST FAMOUS 
UNION ORGANIZER 


Brace Belden 

“San Francisco is a union town,” people 
love to say — and it very much is, with 
politicians wooing labor leaders whenever 
they're up for reelection. But among the 
crowd of workers’ rights advocates, few 
are more well known than one Brace 
Belden, who helped lead Anchor Brewing’s 
unionization drive earlier this year. You may 
have seen his name in New York Magazine 
or Rolling Stone, or caught it on “Suddenly 
Everyone’s Favorite Communist,’ an 
episode of KQED’s The Leap that told the 
tale of Belden’s foray into a war zone when 
he volunteered with the YPG in Syria. “Tt 
comes back to solidarity,” he says in a recent 
HuffPost video. “Solidarity is the weapon 
of the world’s workers. I think it’s the duty 
of everyone who works for a living — who 
sells their labor power — to stand up for 
themselves.” 


BEST ATTEMPT TO 
DEMOCRATIZE THE 
PRESIDIO 


Fort Winfield Scott 

For the amount of land it takes up, the 
Presidio is underutilized. The folks in charge 
of the former military base thought they 
could change that by redeveloping its long- 
untouched army post full of Mission-style 
barracks, Fort Winfield Scott, with a civic 
spirit at the forefront. The Presidio Trust 
ambitiously called for proposals to turn 

the 1,491-acre park into a “Campus for 
Change,” which would provide a long-term 
space for nonprofits, bring local school kids 
to its restored natural habitat, and conduct 
research. Instead, it received one led by 
WeWork that analysts assessed as, well, 
doing none of that while also putting much 
of the cost on the Presidio Trust itself. It was 
— and still is — worth a shot. 


BEST OFFICE PET 
WITH ADORING 
YET ANGRY FANS 
ACROSS THE POND 


Edna the Fire Station Cat 
instagram.com/fire_cat_edna 

When a tortoiseshell stray cat arrived 

at the San Francisco Fire Department’s 
Station 49 in 2014, she helped EMTs and 
first responders hang up the adrenaline 
and de-stress. Soon known as Edna, she 
quickly became a beloved team member 
who deterred rodents and developed a 
following on Instagram. Alas, a meany 
with nothing to live for filed a complaint, 
and Station 49 was forced to give Edna 
up — but not before lighting a fire under 
her passionate fans abroad. One or two 
from the U.K. even came for SF Weekly for 
drawing attention to the small number of 
people who testified in person on Edna’s 
behalf. We bid you good day! 


BEST AT SCHOOLING 
WHITE MEN ON 
TWITTER 


@uhshanti 

Say something stupid and privileged 
about tenant rights, affordable housing, 
Democratic Socialists, Jane Kim, or SB 
50 on Twitter and you best watch out for 
a whipsmart response from @uhshanti. 
The platform is full of trolls with a hefty 
sense of privilege who love to spout half- 
baked ideas, but few are a match for this 
well-read and fearless lefty. She’s got a 
hefty list of statistics and studies up her 
sleeve on just about any topic — and she 
isn't afraid of throwing down with the 
big blue-checkmark players. There are too 
many brilliant tweets to highlight, but 
this sums most of them up: “you really 
truly have no idea what you're talking 
about.” 


BEST LOCAL ANTI- 
TRUMP WARRIOR 


City Attorney Dennis Herrera 

The strongest local player in the war 
against the Trump administration’s 
ongoing violations of human rights is 
not a supervisor, or even Mayor London 
Breed, but a soft-spoken man with 
glasses who presides over San Francisco's 
legal concerns. City Attorney Dennis 
Herrera has been blocking the feds left 
and right for years. In 2019 alone, he’s 
sued the administration to protect the 
health rights of women and LGBT folks, 
defeated attempts to defund S.F. based 
on its sanctuary-city status, and released 
a 32-page guide for other cities on how to 


defend their constituents’ civil rights. “I 
suggest this administration stop trying 
to villainize immigrants and instead 
read the Constitution,” Herrera says. 
Succinctly put! 


BEST NONPROFIT 
HUB NO LONGER 
UNDER THREAT 


that rely on this historically affordable 
space, including Latinx transgender 
organization El/La Para Translatinas. 
Fortunately, the Mission Economic 
Development Agency (MEDA) negotiated 
for months to secure the Redstone Labor 
Temple for generations to come and in May, 
reached a deal to buy the building — an 
infinitely better outcome than another 
WeWork acquisition. 


Redstone Labor Temple 

It’s near impossible to quantify the 
amount of people benefitted from 
nonprofit services that have and continue 
to come out of 2940 16th St. The 
55,000-square-foot building — iconic for 
all the labor organizing that’s taken place 
there, such as the 1934 General Strike — 
was yet another institution under threat 
when its longtime landlord said he was 
looking to sell for upward of $22 million. 
That spelled trouble for the nonprofits 
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55% off 
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Shopping & Services 


READERS POLL 
WINNERS 


BEST ADULT STORE 
Good Vibrations 


BEST ANTIQUE SHOP 
Stuff 


BEST AUTO REPAIR 
Joy Auto 


BEST BANK 
First Republic Bank 


BEST BEAUTY SUPPLY 
The Hair Shop 


BEST BICYCLE SHOP 
Box Dog Bikes 


BEST BOOKSTORE 
Green Apple Books 


BEST CAMERA STORE 
Samy’s Camera 


BEST CANNABIS 
BUD TENDER WHO / 
LOCATION 


Kacie S.- Bloom Room 


Collective 


BEST CANNABIS 
DELIVERY SERVICE 
Eaze 


BEST CANNABIS 
DISPENSARY 
Medithrive 


BEST CANNABIS 
EDIBLE COMPANY 
Kiva Confections 


BEST CANNABIS 
VAPE BRAND 
Pax 


BEST CAR WASH 
Shine-N-Seal 


BEST CARPET CLEANER 


Coit 
BEST DENTIST 
Dr. Matthew Young 


BEST DOCTOR 
Dr. Shilpa Shah 


BEST DRY CLEANER 
Alex’s Drycleaning 
Valet 


BEST EXTERMINATOR 
Western Exterminator 


SF WEEKLY’‘S BEST OF SAN FRANCISCO 2019 


BEST EYEBROW 
THREADING 
Sovan’s Eyebrow 
Threading 


BEST EYEWEAR STORE 
SEE EYEWEAR 


BEST FABRIC STORE 
Britex Fabrics 


BEST FARMERS MARKET 
Ferry Plaza Farmers 
Market 


BEST FLOORING STORE 
Armstrong West Portal 


BEST FLOWER SHOP 
Ampersand 


BEST FURNITURE STORE 
Room and Board 


BEST GROCERY 
DELIVERY SERVICE 
Good Eggs 


BEST HIGH END 
LIQUOR SHOP 
Cask 


BEST HOME DECOR 
Anthem Home 


BEST JEWELRY STORE 
Love & Luxe 


BEST LIQUOR DELIVERY 
SERVICE 
Saucey 


BEST MANICURE & 
PEDICURE 
Joseph Cozza Salon 


BEST MASSAGE 
Project Zen 


BEST MATTRESS STORE 
McRoskey Mattress 
Company 


BEST MEDICAL SPA 
SkinSpirit 


BEST GROCERY STORE BEST MENSWEAR STORE 


Rainbow Grocery 


BEST HAIR SALON 
Patrick Evan Salon 


Macy’s 


BEST OIL CHANGE 
Oil Can Henrys 





BEST PHOTOGRAPHY 


Eric Schumacher 


BEST PET STORE 
Pet Club 


BEST PHARMACY 
Walgreens 


BEST RECORD STORE 


Amoeba Records 


BEST SELF STORAGE 
Extra Space 


BEST SHOE STORE 
Fluevog 


BEST SPA 
Burke Williams 


BEST TATTOO SHOP 
Mom’s Body Shop 


BEST TIRE SHOP 
Toscalito’s 


BEST VINTAGE SHOP 


Stuff 
BEST WINE STORE 


K&L Wine Merchants 
BEST WOMEN’S APPAREL 


Ambiance 


IN-STORE 20% OFF FIRST PURCHASE WITH CODE BESTOFSF20* 
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CHOICE OF HAIR 
EXTENSIONS 
Reputation you can trust, 
built from 30 years of industry 
, nee ¥ PRO HAIR PRO EXTENSION IN-PERSON 
experience, The Hair Shop 
EXTENSIONS TRAINING EXPERT CONSULTATION 
has become the go-to hair 
extension company for oe —_ ere 
celebrities, top influencers, - Tape-ins Extension Master Class [he Hair Shop San Francisco 
ae Be Full day hands-on training nee Ath C 
reputable stylists, movie - Beaded Weft ie 565 4th St. 
productions and most . saiclaetaininaies San Francisco, CA 94107 
- Strand-by-strand : 
importantly, you! Technique Class Phone: (415) 366-8366 
; - Clip-ins 2-hour training on a method 
Find a variety of hair textures, as of your choice Email: SF@thehairshop.com 
versatile lengths, diverse - Ponytails and Clip-in Bangs 
colors, and cutting-edge - Human and Synthetic Wigs 
application methods. 
*Valid at The Hair Shop SF only. Expires 6/15/19, @THEHAIRSHOPINC | WWW.THEHAIRSHOP.COM oF f | ‘D) 
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Courtesy of Pizza Perfect Nails 


McRoskey Mattress Company's mis- 


NMicRoskey Mattress Company 

is honored to be voted the 

best mattress company in the 

SF Weekly’s Best of San Francisco 


sion is to support the well-being of 
its customers through life-changing 
sleep. Founded in 1899, McRoskey 


2019 Awards. Mattress Company has brought 

premium mattresses and box springs 

—_— to the Bay Area and beyond since 
Cw ) its founding in San Francisco. With a 

CT a’ dedication to quality, every McRos- 

/ BE UA SF key product continues to be created 

\ N LAT . by craftspeople using time tested 

~ ~ 20197 construction techniques. Visit our 





showrooms in San Francisco, Palo 
Alto and San Rafael. 





-— ~*~. 
PALO ALTO SAN FRANCISCO SAN RAP _ 
220 Hamilton Ave. 1687 Market St. 1340 4th St. 
650-327-1966 415-861-4532 415- ay -7561 





LUXURY BEDS - SAN FRANCISCO 1899 
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BEST CUSTOMER 
SERVICE 


Good Vibrations 

1620 Polk St., goodvibes.com 

It’s possible that no retail experience 
carries more implicit discomfort 

and unease than shopping for a 

sex toy. Unless you've done your 
homework, looking at the displays 

at an “adult” shop can be downright 
intimidating. Thankfully, the staff 

at Good Vibrations are the perfect 
blend of patient, informative, casual, 
and considerate. Being hounded 

with advice by an employee while 
comparing anal beads sounds like 

an axed Mr. Show sketch, but the 
folks behind the counter at Good 
Vibrations seem to be blessed with an 
innate sense of intuition. Not ones to 
hover, they'll gladly offer insights and 
suggestions when approached, creating 
a respectful yet educational experience 
for all who enter. Given we've already 
lauded Good Vibrations in the past, 
this is simply your latest reminder 
that your tools of arousal are best 
purchased locally. 


BEST NAIL ARTIST 


Laurel Maha 

Pizza Perfect Nails, 
pizzaperfectnails.weebly.com 
Laurel Maha is a cuticle Chagall. 
Operating out of Snail Art Studio 

on 16th Street, Pizza Perfect Nails 

is where to go when inventive, 
masterfully executed nail design is 
required. Maha’s services may not 
come cheap, but the results are truly 
stunning. Working with each client 
to realize their vision — be it an 
intergalactic spacescape, an ode to 
cats, or whatever wonderfully bizarre 
idea you may hold in your heart — 
there’s Pizza Perfect Nails, and then 
there’s everyone else. The added bonus 
of supporting an independent artist 
means that every visit to Maha is 
money well-spent. 


BEST PHALLIC 
DOUBLE-ENTENDRE 
BUSINESS NAME IN 
THE CASTRO 


Hand Job Nails and Spa 

565 Castro St., handjobspa.com 

The competition is, um, stiff in a 
neighborhood that already has a 
Sausage Factory and a Moby Dick. But 
the two Castro Hand Job locations are 
beacons not only for those seeking 
spa and skin scrub services, but also 
people who just want to take hilarious 
selfies next to the huge “Hand Job” 
signs. And these mani-pedi spas also 
offer highly suggestive service options 


like the Million Dollar Hand Job, the 
Raging Hormones Facial, and the Foot 
Fetish Fix. You might run into those 
near-naked exhibitionist guys on your 
way to the Muni station. 


BEST THRIFT STORE 
TO FEEL RICH 


Crossroads Trading 

1901 Fillmore St., 
crossroadstrading.com 
Thrifting isn’t all that much of a 





bargain in San Francisco, or at least as 
much as it should be. (We're looking 
at you, Wasteland on Haight Street.) 
But in a city filling up with the wealthy 
and booting out the poor, “trickle- 
down economics” might actually be 

a solid theory in used clothing stores 
like Crossroads Trading and Buffalo 
Exchange. No location embodies this 
better than the Crossroads on Fillmore 
Street, where high-end clothes from 
leggings to dresses are found in like- 
new conditions at Forever 21 pricing. 
Spotless leather Sperrys for $30? 


Check. North Face jacket with tags still 
on? Head a mile north to blend into 
the Marina. 


MOST PRACTICAL 
STORE 


Cliff’s Variety Store 

479 Castro St. 
cliffs-variety.business.site 

Is there anywhere else in the city 
(don’t say Target) where you can buy 
a handful of tiny plastic dinosaurs, 


wt BEST a SALON 





a le Creuset butter dish, and hinges 
for your kitchen cabinets? It’s nearly 
impossible to walk into Cliff’s Variety 
on Castro and not walk out with 
something you desperately needed but 
forgot until you saw it, like a dimmer- 
switch knob or some cheesecloth for 
your kombucha scoby. In a city packed 
with specialty stores there’s something 
immensely refreshing about walking 
into a one-stop-shop with helpful 
staff and a bowl of dog treats on the 
counter. 


PATRICK EVAN SALON 


oo Grant Ave, San Francisco, CA 94108 (415) 421-1111 
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SKITEX FABRICS 


San Francisco’s Favorite 
Fine Fabrics & Embellishments! 


117 Post Street in Union Square 
10-6 Mon-Sat. 415.397.2910 NEW! www. britexfabrics.com 
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BEST SPOT TO GET 
YOUR CARDS READ 


The Sword and Rose 

85 Carl St., theswordandrose.net 
Palo santo, sage, and crystals are very 
in right now, but if you want to bypass 
the helpful sales girls at your local 
boutique and get to the nitty-gritty of 
the spiritual world, there’s no better 
place than The Sword and Rose. It’s set 
slightly back from the street, requiring 
visitors to walk through an overgrown 
courtyard before ducking their heads 
to enter a small, dark room filled with 
rocks, books, and candles. The owners 
are happy to concoct a customized 

jar of incense, or guide you on your 
journey to the metaphysical. Tarot 
card readings can be done on a walk-in 
basis, but appointments can’t hurt, 
either — there’s often a line. 


BEST PET SUPPLY 
STORE 


The Animal House 

157 Fillmore St., 
theanimalhousesf.com 

From CBD tincture to cat trees to 
bumblebee Halloween costumes — The 
Animal House in Lower Haight has 
it all. The little store on the corner of 
Fillmore and Waller streets is truly 

a community hub — the employees 
know most dogs by name and treat 
preference, and are more than happy 


Courtesy of Crossroads Trading Co. 
to help fit a lifejacket on your poodle or 
recommend a grain-free diet for your 
corgi. It’s hard to find a spot where 
staff are more enthusiastic about what 
they do, and once you've visited once 
or twice chances are your dog will tow 
you toward their doorway each and 
every time you walk within a block 
radius. 


BEST CHEAP FIX 
FOR FOG-INDUCED 
MOLD 


Daiso’s Closet Dehumidifier 
daisojapan.com 

San Francisco has fog, you say? Karl 
sure gives its denizens something 

to bond over but it can also bea 
health hazard if mold runs rampant 
in your house. Those living in in-law 
apartments or cave-like dwellings with 
little light may be all too familiar with 
DampRid, which prevents a sudden 
green mold from growing on clothes 
or shoes. Those run from roughly $4 
to $12, depending on if it’s a tub or 
hanging bag, but this is where the 
magic of Daiso comes in. Its $1.50 
closet dehumidifier, which also uses 
pellets to absorb the moisture, is just 
as effective. Head to one of its three 
San Francisco spots, stock up, and 
stick them under the sink or other 
enclosed areas — especially when the 
rainy season traps even more moisture. 
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HANDMADE JEWELRY 


1169 VALENCIA STREET | LOVEANDLUXESF.COM 





: SF Celebrates 





Courtesy of Rani Threads Magic 


NEWSPAPER OF THE BEST EYEBROW Dear Rani launched her threading 
PEOPLE THREADER service in the backroom of her 


husband’s clothing store on Mission 
and brought in most of the foot 





Street Sheet Rani Threads Magic traffic by charging just five dollars for 
streetsheet.org 2435 Mission St., ; eyebrows. That sounds like a recipe for 
If journalists aren't careful, they @ranithreadsmagic some...quirky eyebrow expressions but 


can miss hearing from a critical 

perspective on a story — if not the 

story altogether. And while advocacy 

groups have their own publications to H H idina: 
fill the gap, Street Sheet is something Bay Area/African Hair Braiding 
special. Produced by the Coalition 


on Homelessness, it’s written by 256 Taylor St. San Francisco 


£4) 
ae 







people who are experiencing or once 
experienced homelessness and who 
the general public often silences 
despite it being the dominant topic in 
contemporary San Francisco. Not only 
does Street Sheet contain informative 
stories with sourced data, it’s also 

has poems and first-person stories by 
sex workers, individuals living in an 
SRO or in an RV — which many San 
Franciscans want to ban from parking 
— and so much more. Plus, it’s sold by 
people living on the street who keep all 
of the proceeds. 
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she knows exactly what to do for each 
strand of hair and executes it in just a 
few minutes, usually with a group of 
women waiting in a circle around her. 
Inevitably, the clothing shop closed 
and Rani relocated to a suite at 2435 
Mission St., now charging $10. But 
the mom-and-pop feel remains and 
the end result is likely on par with the 
posh threaders one street away on 
Valencia Street. 


BEST PLACE TO 
BUY A VINTAGE 
BALLGOWN 


Ver Unica 


in 
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a (RR: OP ee ( =<’ 


526 Hayes St., verunicasf.etsy.com 
If you don't already have such an item, 
get yourself to Ver Unica on Hayes 
Street, ASAP. The small vintage and 
used clothing store specializes in high- 
quality brands like Gucci or Givenchy, 
but at accessible prices. There are 
Diane von Furstenberg wrap dresses 
on racks next to vintage Levis and 
stacks of church-worthy hats — but 
the real goodies are tucked under 
see-through plastic near the counter. 
Carefully collected hand-beaded 
gowns, couture suits, and fur jackets 
provide a stark reminder of bygone 
days when clothes were made to last 
and be passed down for generations. 
Owner Cindy Spade is a stellar 
personal stylist with a keen eye for 


For Nearly a Century 
SAN FRANCISCO’S TOP CHOICE 


For Termite & Pest Control Services 
You Can Trust! 


(650) 579-6565 


WesternExterminator.com 
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collecting styles that fly out the door, 
so if you see something you love, you'd 
better grab it fast. 


BEST NEW CRAFT 
SUPPLY STORE 


Firebird Yarns 

1322 Haight St., firebirdyarns.com 
The 1300 block of Haight Street has sat 
remarkably unchanged over the past 
three years, occupied mostly by head 
shops, a nail salon, and Ritual Coffee. 
But last September, a colorful new yarn 
store quietly opened its doors, filling 
an unmet need for the neighborhood. 
Firebird a luxury crafters’ dream: All 
yarns are high quality natural fibers, 
laid out along the wall in a candy- 
colored display. The staff are more 
than willing to help you find the right 
supplies for a pattern, and if you get 
stuck, will sit down with you on the 
sofa in the back to unravel your issue. 
They recently launched classes — My 
First Sweater with Kelly White, Cabled 
Mitts with Clare — making it not just 
a retail store but a place to learn new 
things. 


BEST PLACE TO BUY 


SOMETHING YOU 
DON’T NEED 


The Perish Trust 
728 Divisadero St., 
theperishtrust.com 
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Courtesy of The Perish Trust 


A deep indigo mural with geometric 
shapes graces the facade of 
Divisadero’s Perish Trust. The dark 
cozy boutique next to The Mill is 
filled with a thousand precious and 
thoroughly unnecessary items. The 
front half is dedicated to gorgeous 
hardbound books on flowers or maps, 
and edged by shelves carrying $45 
porcelain mugs painted to look like 

a minimalist desert scene. There is 
incense and turquoise jewelry and 
buttery, handmade leather hats. 

A small apothecarium of hygiene 
products in the back, featuring 
everything from Pinon-scented beard 
oil made in New Mexico to $12 bars of 
exfoliating soap. To walk through the 
Perish Trust is to surrender yourself 
to a life of frivolity; everything is 
beautiful, nothing is necessary — 

yet chances are you'll leave with 
something, anyway. 


BEST PET 
GROOMERS 


Kate’s Cat and Dog Salon 

1333 Fulton St., 
katesgrooming.squarespace.com 
There’s a certain bravery in being 
handed a shivering chihuahua who 
needs his nails trimmed and smiling 
confidently at its owner as they warn 
you he might bite or pee all over the 
counter once they pull out the clippers. 
The staff at Kate’s — including, of 
course, Kate herself — never let a 
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Photo by Dave Stephens 


tricky pet ruin their day. Walk by 

their windows on any afternoon, and 
you ll no doubt see a massive standard 
poodle getting a trim, or bathing a 
terrified-looking Persian cat. The 
quality of work is high, the groomers 
cheerful — but best of all is the shop 
dog, who hops up on the counter when 
it’s time to pay, grabs a $20 froma 
customer, and brings it to Kate, tail 


wagging. 


WR SOVAN’S EYEBROW THREADING 
‘ $15 FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


S20 MONTGOMERY ST. #MO1, SAN FRANCISCO, 94111 


BEST LOCAL BANK 


San Francisco Fire Credit Union 
3201 California St. and 12 Mint 
Plaza, sffirecu.org 

Why working people still bank with 
Wells Fargo or Bank of America is 
anyone’s guess — particularly when 
one of our local credit unions offers 
such superb customer service and 
benefits. It’s rare to see anyone get 
particularly excited about their bank, 
but watch two people pull matching 
red S.F. Fire Credit Union cards out 





to pay the bill at a restaurant, and 
there’s sure to be that “Oh my god, 
aren't they great?” moment. ATM fees 
are refunded, the phone tree to reach 
a customer service agent is short, the 
staff are kind, and they even offer 
small loans for customers to buy 
bicycles. Plus, there’s the fact that they 
invest in the local community, not in 
destroying native lands or mistakenly 
foreclosing on homes. 


BEST EYEBROW THREADING IN SF 


EMAIL: sovanshidépgmailcom 


PHONE: 410-585-5187 


Complete Plumbing Repair 


Same Day Services 


Call Before 4pm 


Guarantee Hot 
Insured & Bonded 
license # 970609 

419-282-8289 
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VISIT OUR LOCATIONS ON 4 OF SAN FRANCISCO'S 
HIPPEST & HOTTEST SHOPPING STREETS: 
1458 Haight » 3979 24th » 1858 Union «+ 756 Irving 
AmbianceSF.com » @AmbianceSF 


FOOD DELIVERY & CATERING SERVICES 


' San Francisco ical ale 
415-295-1173 « 415-850-5408 


: Berkely pia@niasoulfood.com 
: Oakland Website: niasoulfoods.com 


BEST BOOT CAMP BEST GYM BEST PILATES STUDIO 
The Boombox Studio Pelo Fitness MNTSTUDIO 


BEST BOWLING ALLEY BEST HIKE BEST POOL HALL 


Mission Bowling Club Bande Eng Hockey Haven 


BEST INDOOR BEST SPORTING 
BESECEODOH GIS CLIMBING GYM GOODS STORE 
Flagship Mission Cliffs Sports Basement 


BEST GOLF COURSE BEST PARK BEST YOGA STUDIO 
Presidio Golf Course Golden Gate Park Yoga Tree 
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BEST REASON NOT 
TO MOVE IN THE 
FENCES AT ORACLE 
PARK 


Taunting Relief Pitchers 

When outfielder Mac Williamson was 
assigned to rejoin the San Francisco 
Giants this month, he was asked 
about the bullpens. You see, unlike 
the vast majority of major league 
ballparks, Oracle features bullpens on 
the field of play. Williamson suffered a 
concussion last season after tripping 
on the bullpen bump where the pitcher 
stands. Asked if he’d favor moving the 
bullpens in, Williamson confirmed 
that he felt safety outweighed all 
other considerations. The truth is 
Williamson is absolutely correct, but 
should the Giants act on his request 
— and there are early signs they 
might — it will be a shame to lose the 
time-honored tradition of making 
nonsensical noises for every pitch and 
catcher throw the opposing team’s 
bullpen makes. Fair trade, but let’s be 
sure to get all our robot noises out this 
season. See you in Section 105. 


BEST SPORTS 
TWITTER FOLLOW 


Carmen Kiew 

@carmenkiew 

In the pit of despair known as sports 
social media, Carmen Kiew is a healing 
light. Often heard talking baseball with 
KNBR’s Marty Lurie, Kiew is now part 
of the Triples Alley post-game crew on 
NBC Sports as well. A fierce defender 
of Brandon Belt and maker of most 
excellent (and timely) gifs, Kiew has 
curated a feed that eschews hot takes 
for nuanced insight and uses logic and 
humor as its foundation. With the San 
Francisco Giants battling some historic 
doldrums this season, following Kiew 
may be a necessary survival tactic. If 
you need more evidence, just ask her 
good friend Hunter Pence. 





Courtesy of Day Breakers 


MOST FRUSTRATING 
FAREWELL 


Bruce Bochy 

What do Connor Joe, Michael Reed, 
Gerardo Parra, and Yangervis Solarte 
have in common? These four players 
— all part of the San Francisco Giants’ 
2019 Opening Day roster — are now 
off the team. Two of those players 
(Reed and Joe) were actually starters 
for the Giants’ first game this year. 
This collection of misfit toys has not 
displayed the moxie and resilience 

of prior Giants’ squads, leaving 
manager Bruce Bochy with precious 
few options in his final season as 
manager. For a man who’s overseen 
three championships in his tenure as 
San Francisco’s skipper, it’s a tough 
goodbye season. We all would’ve liked 
to see Bochy go out on top, but at least 
they’ve let Pablo pitch. 


BEST SPORTS 
ANNOUNCER 


Renel Brooks-Moon, 

San Francisco Giants announcer 
The first woman to announce a 
championship game in any major pro 
sport, Giants PA announcer Renel 
Brooks-Moon is a living legend and a 
cherished part of the San Francisco 
Giants’ live ballgame experience. 

The former KISS-FM and KMEL 
personality has been the Giants home 
ballpark announcer for nearly 20 years, 
and her handwritten 2010 inning 
scorecard was inducted to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. 
The Giants won the World Series that 
year, but Giants games are great even 
during the leanest of years with the 
irreplaceable Renel at the mic. 


BEST SOBER 
MORNING RAVE 


Daybreaker 

daybreaker.com 

Although it bills itself as a sober party, 
the early morning dance massive 


Daybreaker brings out the freakiest 
specimens of the San Francisco dance 
scene. These early morning Friday or 
Saturday dance parties are held on 
boats, on Treasure Island, at industrial 
venues, or even under the dome in 

the Westfield Centre directly below SF 
Weekly’s offices, but generally feature 
crowds more interested in vitamin 
smoothies than another gin-and-tonic. 
But the big-name DJs are off the hook, 
and Daybreaker has become as well- 
respected a dance party as the drug- 
addled forebears that paved the way 
for it in the first place. 


BEST SUMMER 
CAMP FOR KIDS 


SF Skate Club 

635A Divisadero St., 
sfskateclub.com 

Every summer, groups of kids can be 
seen skating around Western Addition, 
often led by a petite woman with 

long black hair. SF Skate Club is far 
more than a chance to learn how to 

do a hardflip or an ollie; owners Sean 
and Thuy drive kids all over the Bay 

to explore different skateparks, teach 
them safety skills and confidence, and 
introduce them to famous pro skaters. 
In a city where kids and kid-friendly 
activities are few and far-between, SF 
Skate Club continues year after year to 
empower groups of young people, both 
on and off the board. 


BEST ANNUAL BIKE 
RACE 


Mission Crit 

missioncrit.com 

Mission Crit started out in 2012 asa 
cutty bike race, but with the approval 
of the city and an expansion of its loop 
has gradually become a destination 

for professional cyclists from all over 
the world. Each spring, thousands 
gather to watch packs of racers on 
high-speed track bikes duke it out over 
a 40-minute race that often results 

in blood, sweat, and tears. Brooklyn’s 
Red Hook Crit is on hiatus, and Los 
Angeles’ Wolfpack Hustle has wound 
down, propelling Mission Crit into one 
of the top criterium races nationwide. 
Whether you're riding or watching, it’s 
always a good time — and each year 
its organizers manage to make it even 
stronger than the year before. 


BEST PLACE TO 
TRAIN FOR AIDS 


LifeCycle 

17th Street Athletic Club 

3265 17th St., 
17thstreetathleticclub.com 

If you've ever walked into a workout 


studio and immediately bemoaned 
the crowd of skinny, white clientele 
then this is the place for you. 17th 
Street Athletic Club’s indoor cycling, 
TRX, and strength-training classes 
are as diverse as they come, with all 
ages, gender identities, races, sexual 
orientations, and sizes welcome. Part 
of this inclusivity comes from being a 
center of the AIDS /LifeCycle training 
experience. Sign up as an ALC member, 
and classes are deeply discounted. 


BEST YOGA STUDIO 


Love Story Yoga 

473 Valencia St., lovestoryyoga.com 
Despite a corporate yoga chain 

slowly taking over San Francisco, 
independent studios are still thriving. 
Love Story Yoga — which opened in 
a former vintage store on Mission 
Street — has become a hot spot 

for practitioners from all over the 
city to gather and sweat it out. The 
multi-level classes, teacher training 
programs, and queer-safe yoga on 
Friday nights draw a diverse crowd, 
from tattooed nonprofit workers to 
hip tech employees. Even if you still 
bemoan the loss of Clothes Contact 
and its tacky rock facade, chances are 
the minute you step past Love Story 
Yoga’s hipster neon sign and into their 
studios you'll feel like you’ve come 
home. 


BEST NEW 
DISPENSARY 


Moe Greens 

1276 Market St., moegreens.com 

If you've ever dreamed of dressing in 
your Mad Men finest and lighting one 
up in the comfort of a stylish, mid- 
century smoking lounge, Moe Greens 
will see you now. The new dispensary 
from the team behind the speakeasy- 
themed Barbary Coast features three 
consumption spaces: The High Roller 
(for joints and flower), the Playground 
(for vaping), and the Vault (for dabs). 
Gold wallpaper and sleek fixtures tell 
the story of Moe Greens, which is 
hoping that today’s San Franciscans 
will view consuming a little cannabis 
as the modern-day alternative to 

a Martini (or two) with lunch. The 
atmosphere won't necessarily appeal 
to everyone, but with more and more 
dispensaries tailoring their image to 
stand out from the crowd, Moe Greens 
is one place you won't soon forget. 


BEST PLACE TO 
WATCH A GAME AND 
GET HIGH 


Barbary Coast Dispensary 
barbarycoastsf.com 

Any stoner who wants to smoke out 
and watch live sports can do no better 





than the Barbary Coast Dispensary 
consumption lounge, where you can 
smoke ’em if you got em (as long 

as you bought ’em there). Five big 
HDTV screens serve sports fans with 
whatever game they wish at any hour 
from 8 a.m. until 9:30 p.m. with bongs, 
rolling papers, and grinders galore all 
available for the lending. You can only 
stay 30 minutes, but if you hold onto 
your Barbary Coast receipt you can re- 
up for another 30 minutes later in the 
day or the next day. 


BEST CHEAP HIGH 


Dollar Dabs at Urban Pharm 
Up415.com 

The dabs really are just $1 for a whole 
lung-busting rip at Urban Pharms’ 
steampunk dab bar from 6 to 10 p.m. on 
Friday nights. They'll also lend you bongs, 
grinders, and rolling papers to smoke 
your own onsite anytime, but Dollar 
Dabs’ hits of high-powered concentrate 
are easily the cheapest cannabis buzz 
available anywhere in town. Urban 
Pharms’ ambient and spectacularly 
decorated seating area does enforce a 
30-minute time limit when the joint is 
packed, but they’re less strict about that 
when the crowds have died down. 
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FACTORY STORE 


YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE 


EXP: 5-31-19 


841 Gilman St, Berkeley, CA 94710 


SFWEEKLY.COM ® THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019 © 47 


TTANKYOU 


FOR VOTING US... (7% ‘y 


SAN FRANCISCO 
LARRY Rynt — 


HUSTLER CLUB 


HUSTLERCLUBSF.COM 





